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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary 

t 

Committee  ok  the  Berkshire  County  Council. 

In  submitting  this  Report  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  desir- 
ability of  obtaining  more  precise  information  with  regard  to  the  sources, 
quality,  and  quantity  of  the  water-supplies  in  the  villages  throughout  the 
County.  From  the  District  Reports  and  from  inquiries  1 have  made  with 
respect  to  school  water-supplies,  some  of  the  existing  sources  are  evidently 
unsatisfactory,  and  it  seems  worth  considering  whether  it  is  possible  to  extend 
existing  mains  or  to  devise  further  schemes  for  public  supplies  on  an  economic 
basis,  either  for  single  villages  or  for  groups  of  villages. 

There  is  another  point,  namely,  the  condition  of  cottage  property,  on 
which  one  cannot  lay  too  much  stress.  On  some  estates  the  cottages  and  their 
surroundings  appear  to  be  excellent,  but  in  other  localities  the  houses  are 
crowded  together  and  structurally  far  from  good  ; many  of  these  latter  might 
with  considerable  advantage  be  replaced.  Unfortunately,  bye-laws  rarely 
insist  on  the  provision  of  sufficient  garden  space  to  allow  of  the  disposal  of 
house-refuse  without  the  danger  of  it  fouling  the  water-supply  or  otherwise 
becoming  a nuisance.  The  absence  of  this  requirement  has  not  infrequentl}'’ 
been  responsible  for  the  existence  of  insanitary  conditions  which  might  readily 
have  been  avoided,  and  unless  this  question  is  dealt  with,  it  must  in  time 
inevitably  lead  to  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  sewerage  schemes 
in  the  County. 

The  District  Reports  have  been  summarised,  as  in  previous  years,  under 
subject  headings,  and  in  many  instances  the  information  has  been  supple- 
mented by  notes  from  other  sources.  Appended  will  be  found  a brief  account 
of  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Blackwater  River,  and  a Report  on  the 
working  of  the  Midwives  Act. 

Since  the  beginning  of  September  last  a weekly  summary  of  all  noti- 
hcations  of  infectious  disease,  tabulated  according  to  parishes,  has  been  issued 
from  my  office  to  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
the  County,  and  I have  to  thank  these  Officers  for  the  regularity  with  which 
the  returns  from  their  individual  Districts  have  been  received.  Latterly 
I have  been  enabled  to  add  reports  on  the  prevalence  of  non-no tifiable  infectious 
disease,  from  returns  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Elementary 
Schools,  and  I trust  this  additional  information  will  prove  of  value. 

GERARD  C.  TAYLOR, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bank  Chambers, 

Cross  Street,  Reading, 
jst  July,  1909. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 
Berkshire,  1909. 


Names  and  Addresses. 

ASHBY,  ALFRED,  M.B.,  Lond.  

Municipal  Buildings,  Valpy  Street,  Reading. 

C.A.SEY,  EDWARD,  M.D.,  Lend.,  

24,  Park  Street,  Windsor. 

WOODHOUSE,  WALTER  M.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 


Districts. 

Wokingham  Urban  and  Rural 


Windsor  Urban 
Wantage  Urban 


Wantage. 

RICE,  RICHARD,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng 

Harwell,  Steventon. 

STREETEN,  F.  EDWARD,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 
D.P.H.,  R.C.S.L,  26,  High  Street,  Swindon. 

CATTELL,  G.  TREW.,  M.D.  Brux.,  D.P.H. 
Camb.,  179,  Cromwell  Road,  London,  S.W. 


Wantage  Rural 


Faringdon  Rural 


Berkshire  Combined  District,  viz., 
Abingdon,  Maidenhead,  New- 
bury, and  Wallingford  Urban  ; 
Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Cookham, 
Easthampstead,  Hungerford, 
Newbury,  Wallingford,  and 
Windsor  Rural  ; also  Crow- 
marsh,  Culham,  and  Goring 
Rural  (Oxfordshire),  Egham 
Rural  (Surrey),  and  Ramsbury 
Rural  (Wiltshire). 


DATES  OF  RECEIPT  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE 


District. 
Wantage  Urban 
New  Windsor  Borough 
Wantage  Rural 
Berkshire  Combined 
Faringdon  Rural 
Wokingham  Borough 
Wokingham  Rural 


YEAR  1908. 


L.G.B.  Tables. 


April  29th 
June  loth 
June  loth 


Full  Report. 
January  22nd,  1909 
March  nth,  1909 

March  25th,  1909 

April  8th,  1909 

June  23rd,  1909 
June  2 1 St,  1909 
June  1 8th,  1909 


Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

Berkshire,  1909. 


Names  and  Addresses. 

WINSHIP,  G.,  

Borough  Buildings,  Abingdon. 

BARFORD,  J.  H.,  

Guildhall,  Maidenhead. 

VINCENT,  S.  J.  L.,  ...  

Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

MELLOWS,  S.  W 

16,  Alma  Road,  Windsor,  ... 

GRAY,  A.  G.,  

Benson,  near  Wallingford. 

HANSON,  WILLIAM 

Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

MARKS,  C.  W.,  

Town  Hall,  Wokingham. 

WARREN,  T.  B.,  

Surveyor,  &c.,  Abingdon. 

WINDLE,  T.,  

North  Street,  Theale,  Reading. 

COLEMAN,  W.  J.,  

Queen  Street  Chambers,  Maidenhead. 

YORKE,  C.,  

Council  Offices,  High  Street,  Bracknell. 

MATTHEWS,  F.  J 

Lyncham  Villa,  Gravel  Walk,  Faringdon. 

RAINE,  W.  _S 

Salisbury  Road,  Hungerford. 

CHURCH,  W 

“ Homeside,”  Newtown  Road,  Newbury. 

LAY,  R.  B 

Sotwell,  Wallingford. 

WESTBROOK,  E.  R 

South  View  Villas,  East  Challow. 

LOUSLEY.  J.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  ... 
Hampstead  Norris,  Newbury. 

BURCH,  E.  A.,  

Sunningdale,  Ascot. 

HAMILTON,  R.  

Wargrave  Road,  Twyford. 


Urban  Districts. 
Abingdon  Borough. 

Maidenhead  Borough. 

Newbury  Borough. 

New  Windsor  Borough 

Wallingford  Borough. 

Wantage. 

Wokingham  Borough. 

Rural  Districts. 
Abingdon. 

Brad  field. 

Cookham. 
Easthampstead . 
Faringdon. 
Hungerford. 

Newbury. 

Wallingford. 

Wantage 

Windsor. 

Wokingham. 


8 Area  and  Population. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Area  and  Population. 

The  area  of  the  Administrative  County  is  456,491  acres,  of  which  2,866 
acres  are  covered  with  water.  The  total  acreage  and  the  distribution  of  land 
and  water  in  the  various  districts  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Acreage. 

Population. 

Land. 

Water. 

Total. 

Census 

1901. 

Estimate 

X908. 

701 

2,09s 

1,804 

2,656 

372 

2,471 

557 

27 

30 

24 

61 

8 

7 

0 

728 

2,125 

1,828 

2,717 

380 

2,478 

557 

6,480 

12,980 

1 1,061 
14,130 
2,808 
3,766 

3,551 

6.323 

14,600 

10,990 

14,056 

2.547 

3.828 

3,795 

10,656 

157 

10,813 

54.776 

56.139 

42,009 

54,305 

27,428 

26,897 

55.469 

44,664 

42,060 

22,055 

74,427 

10,339 

43.316 

201 

336 

373 

136 

257 

152 

328 

97 

[73 

228 

528 

42,210 

54,641 

27,801 

27,033 

55.726 

44,816 

42.388 

22,152 

74.500 

10,567 

43.844 

8,370 

15,260 

10,574 

15,757 

10.447 

8,468 

9,996 

6,204 

1 1,842 
14,274 
14.386 

7,776 

15,298 

11,283 

16,505 

10,447* 

8,036 

9,735 

5.272 

1 1,096 

15.047 

14.310 

442,969  5 

2,709 

445.678 

125.578 

124,805* 

453,625 

2,866 

456,491 

180,354 

180,944* 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

2 Maidenhead  Borough  ... 

3 Newbury  Borough 

4 New  Windsor  Borough... 

5 Wallingford  Borough  ... 

6 Wantage 

7 Wokingham  Borough  ... 

Total  


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


1 Abingdon 

2 Bradfield... 

3 Cookham 

4 Easthampstead 

5 Faringdon* 

6 Hungerford 

7 Newbury... 

8 Wallingford 

9 Wantage 

10  Windsor  ... 

1 1 Wokingham 

Total 


Administrative  County* 


and  a population  of  i,i7rpVrsons.  Throughout  this  Ken°ort  ,h  "hich  has  an  area  of  3.87c  acres 

Kural  District,  no  other  data  beint^availab^e®  ^ of  the  X?e 


Birth-Rate. 
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BIRTH-RATE. 

(Per  1,000  of  the  Population). 


Average  Rate, 
1898-1907. 

Rate,  1908. 

Number  of  Births, 
1908. 

URBANADISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon  Borough 

24.23 

26.73 

169 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough 

25.22 

24-45 

357 

3 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

22.18 

21.38 

235 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough  ... 

21.38 

19.49 

274 

5 

Wallingford  Borough 

24-31 

25-52 

65 

6 

Wantage 

21.86 

20.90 

80 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

22.84 

20.29 

77 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon 

23.81 

25.72 

200 

2 

Bradfield 

22.57 

22.35 

342 

3 

Cookham 

23.45 

23-31 

263 

4 

Easthampstead 

22.39 

20.78 

343 

5 

Faringdon  ... 

26.45 

27.44 

319 

6 

Hungerford  ... 

25.90 

28.50 

229 

7 

Newbury 

21.67 

20.54 

200 

8 

Wallingford  ... 

25.62 

27-31 

144 

9 

Wantage 

24-39 

26.68 

296 

10 

Windsor 

23-65 

22.40 

337 

1 1 

Wokingham  Borough 

23.04 

26.13 

374 

Urban  Districts 

23.09 

22.39 

1257 

Rural  Districts 

23.70 

24.18 

3047 

County  

23.52 

23-63 

4304 

The  average  birth-rate  in  the  County  as  a whole  during  the  ten  years,  1898 
to  1907,  was  only  23.52,  wliilst  the  rate  in  1908  was  23.63  per  1,000  of 
population.  Of  the  various  Districts,  Faringdon  Rural  still  shows  the  highest 
average  rate,  i.e.,  26.45. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  has  rapidly  declined  since  1876,  when 
it  reached  its  maximum  of  36.3.  In  1908  it  was  only  26.5  per  1,000  of  popula- 
tion ; compared  with  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1898 — 1907  the  birth-rate 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1908  showed  a decrease  of  1.6  per  1,000. 

In  the  76  great  towns  (with  population  over  50,000)  the  rate  was  26.9.  In 
London,  25.8. 

In  the  142  smaller  towns  (population  20,000  to  50,000)  the  rate  was  26.0. 

In  England  and  Wales,  less  the  218  towns  with  a population  over  20,000, 
the  rate  was  26.3. 

Amongst  Registration  Counties  with  populations  exceeding  100,000 
persons  the  crude  birth-rates  varied  between  36.8  in  Monmouthshire  and 
20.0  in  Sussex. 


Nett  Death-rate. 
NETT  DEATH-RATE. 


(Per  1,000  of  Population). 


Average  Rate, 
1898-1907. 

Rate,  1908. 

Number  of  Deaths, 
1908. 

I 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Abingdon  Borough 

14.98 

14-55 

92 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough  

13.22 

12.12 

177 

3 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

15-47 

13-10 

144 

161 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough 

I 2.69 

11.45 

s 

Wallingford  Borough 

15.60 

17.67 

45 

6 

Wantage 

14.87 

9-40 

36 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

15.66 

15-55 

59 

I 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Abingdon 

14.84 

14.27 

III 

2 

Bradfield 

13-14 

i2.og 

18S 

3 

Cookham 

12.83 

11.79 

133 

4 

Easthampstead 

1 1.62 

10.72 

177 

5 

Faringdon 

15.50 

1 5.22 

177 

6 

TIungerford  ... 

15.24 

14.68 

1 18 

7 

Newbury 

14.01 

12.74 

124 

8 

Wallingford  ... 

14-09 

14.60 

77 

9 

Wantage 

14.88 

lo.gg 

122 

10 

Windsor 

12.15 

12.43 

187 

1 1 

Wokingham 

13.66 

15-37 

220 

Urban  Districts 

14-15 

12.72 

714 

Rural  Districts 

13.62 

12.95 

1,631 

County 

13-78 

12.87 

2,345 

In  calculating  the  number  of  deaths  on  which  the  rates  for  Berkshire  are 
based,  correction  has  been  made  for  the  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  various 
workhouses,  hospitals  and  other  public  institutions  in  the  County,  their  deaths 
being  aUotted  to  the  several  districts  to  which  they  properly  belong.  In  some 
cases  further  correction  has  been  made  by  the  inclusion  of  deaths  which 
occurred  in  institutions  outside  the  County  area. 

The  death-rate  in  the  Administrative  County  in  1908,  was  12.87  per  1,000 
of  population,  compared  with  13.06  in  1907. 

The  lowest  rate  was  recorded  in  Wantage  Urban  District,  namely  9.40,  and 
one  again  notes  that  the  rate  in  the  Urban  Districts  as  a whole  was  below 
that  in  the  Rural. 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was  14.7,  which  is  0.3  per 
1,000  below  the  rate  in  1907  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record, 
compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years  1898-1907  the  death-rate  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1908  showed  a decrease  of  1.7  per  1,000. 

In  the  76  great  towns  the  rate,  corrected  for  dillereiices  of  se.x  and  age 
constitution  of  the  pu])ulation,  was  15.8.  In  London,  14.5, 


Infantile  Mortality. 


II 


In  the  142  smaller  towns,  14.7. 

In  England  and  Wales,  less  the  218  towns,  13.8. 

Amongst  Registration  Counties  with  populations  exceeding  100,000 
persons  the  crude  death-rates  varied  from  17.8  in  Carmarthenshire  to  11.8  in 
Middlesex. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

By  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  understood  the  ratio  of  the  annual  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  thousand  births  during  the 
same  period. 


Average  Rate, 
1898-1907. 

Rate,  1908. 

Number  of  Deaths, 
1908. 

URB.\N  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon  Borough  ... 

109.82 

82.84 

14 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough 

108.26 

98.04 

35 

3 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

100.41 

55-33 

13 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough 

108.21 

83-94 

23 

5 

Wallingford  Borough 

84.1 1 

46.15 

6 

Wantage 

117-43 

62.50 

5 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

103.15 

90.91 

7 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon 

88.28 

100.00 

20 

2 

Bridfield 

83.94 

67.25 

23 

3 

Cookham 

95.42 

72.24 

19 

4 

Easthampstead 

82.97 

93-29 

32 

5 

Faringdon 

88.19 

59.56 

19 

6 

Hungerford  ... 

III. 13 

82.97 

19 

7 

Newbury 

83-45 

70.00 

14 

8 

Wallingford  ... 

87.32 

69.44 

10 

9 

Wantage 

100.77 

50.67 

15 

10 

Windsor 

99-44 

68.25 

23 

1 1 

Wokingham 

87-47 

96.26 

36 

Urban  Districts 

105.98 

79-55 

100 

Rural  Districts 

90.75 

75-48 

230 

County 

95.26 

76.67 

330 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  during  1907  was  121. 
In  the  76  great  towns,  129.  In  London,  116. 

In  the  142  smaller  towns,  124. 

In  England  and  Wales,  less  the  218  towns,  100. 


Amongst  Registration  Counties  with  populations  exceeding  100,000 
persons  the  rates  varied  between  15 1 in  Glamorganshire  and  74  in  Hereford- 
shire. 
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Deaths  fromJPhthisis. 
DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS. 


Average  Rate, 

1903-1907. 

Rate,  1908. 

Number  of 
Deaths,  1908. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon  Borough 

1. 00 

•79 

.89 

5 

13 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough  

1. 1 1 

3 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

1.27 

• o2 

9 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough 

.96 

•71 

5 

Wallingford  Borough 

1.38 

1-57 

4 

6 

Wantage 

1.05 

•52 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

.98* 

I. os 

4 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon 

.89 

1.03 

8 

2 

Bradfield 

.88 

.72 

1 1 

3 

Cookham 

•83 

•53 

6 

4 

Easthampstead 

.69 

•36 

6 

5 

Faringdon 

.60 

1.03 

12 

6 

Hungerford 

•71 

•87 

7 

7 

Newbury 

1. 17 

1.03 

10 

8 

Wallingford  ... 

.66 

1. 14 

6 

9 

Wantage 

1.07 

•45 

5 

10 

Windsor 

•79 

1.46 

22 

1 1 

Wokingham 

•98t 

1. 05 

15 

Urban  Districts 

1.09 

.84 

47 

Rural  Districts 

.85 

.86 

108 

County 

.92 

•85 

155 

• Average  rate,  1898-1907,  1.08  t Average  rate,  1898-1907,0.95 

The  following  mean  annual  death  rates  per  i,ooo  of  population  show  the 
remarkable  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  phthisis  that  has  taken  place  during 
the  past  forty  years  : — 


Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis). 

1861-70.  1871-80.  1881-90.  1891-1900. 

England  and  Wales  ...  2.47  2.12  1.72  1.39 

Berks  (Registration  County)  2.37  1.92  1.47  1.15 

In  the  Wallingford  and  W^okingham  Rural  Districts  a system  of 
voluntary  notification  of  cases  of  phthisis  has  been  adopted. 

In  the  Urban  District  of  Windsor  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bradfield, 
Wallingford  and  W^okingham,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  disinfec- 
tion of  rooms  which  have  been  occupied  by  consumptive  persons,  and  in 
laringdon  Rural  District  it  is  the  practice  to  disinfect  bedding  which  has  been 
used  by  jiersons  suffering  from  consumption. 

In  Windsor  Borough  spitting  in  public  places  is  forbidden  by  a bye-law, 

and  warnings  have  been  issued  against  the  uncleanly  habit  of  expectorating 
on  the  i)avements. 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 
DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 
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Average  Rate, 
1903-1907. 

Rate,  1908. 

Number  of  Deaths, 
1908. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon  Borough 

1.38 

1.42 

9 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough 

•79 

.96 

14 

3 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

1.22 

1-36 

15 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough 

•99 

•92 

13 

5 

Wallingford  Borough 

I-3I 

1.96 

5 

6 

Wantage 

•31 

•53 

2 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

1.30 

•79 

3 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

I 

Abingdon 

1.22 

•77 

6 

2 

Bradfield 

•93 

1.24 

19 

3 

Cookham 

1. 18 

I. IS 

13 

4 

Easthampstead 

.89 

1.03 

17 

5 

Faringdon 

1.03 

1.20 

14 

6 

Hungerford  ... 

1.22 

1.62 

13 

7 

Newbury 

1.03 

.41 

4 

8 

Wallingford  ... 

1.29 

•95 

5 

9 

Wantage 

.98 

.81 

9 

10 

Windsor 

.82 

1.06 

16 

1 1 

Wokingham 

I.2S 

.91 

13 

Urban  Districts 

1.02 

1.09 

61 

Rural  Districts 

• • • 

1.04 

1.02 

129 

County 

... 

1.04 

1.04 

190 

• Average  rate,  1898-1907,  0.93,  t Average  rate,  1898-1907,  1.06. 


In  contrast  to  the  recorded  mortality  from  phthisis  that  from  cancer  has 
for  some  years  been  on  the  increase.  In  England  and  Wales  the  mean  annual 
mortality  per  i,ooo  of  population  for  the  five  years  1866-70  was  .40,  and  for 
1896-1900,  .80. 

The  difference  may  to  some  extent  be  accounted  for  by  greater  accuracy  in 
diagnosis,  and  also  by  the  fact  that  more  people  now  reach  the  age-period  at 
which  deaths  from  cancer  more  frequently  occur  ; but  these  explanations  do 
not  appear  to  dispose  satisfactorily  of  the  entire  increase. 
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Epidemic  Death-Rate. 
EPIDEMIC  DEATH-RATE,*  1908. 


(Per  1,000  OF  Population). 

The  diseases  grouped  together  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Report  under  the 
term  principal  epidemic  diseases  are  smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria,  “ fever  ” (including  typhus,  enteric,  and  simple  continued 
fever),  and  diarrhoea. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

2 Maidenhead  Borough  . 

3 Newbury  Borough 

4 New  Windsor  Borough. 

5 Wallingford  Borough  . 

6 Wantage 

7 Wokingham  Borough  . 
RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


1 Abingdon 

2 Bradfield... 

3 Cookham 

4 Easthampstead 

5 Faringdon 

6 Hungerford 

7 Newbury... 

8 Wallingford 

9 Wantage 

10  Windsor  ... 

1 1 Wokingham 


Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts  ... 
County  ... 

England  and  Wales 
76  Great  Towns 
142  Smaller  Towns 
England  and  Wales,  less 
the  218  Towns 


Principal 

Epidemic 

Diseases. 

Small- 

pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

! Diph- 
theria. 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough. 

‘ Fever.’ 

Diar- 

rhoea. 

.32 

1 

1 

•32 

.90 

! 

.14 

.14 

.07 

... 

•55 

•54 

1 ... 

... 

... 

.09 

.09 

.09 

•27 

.42 

... 

.07 

.07 

; -^4 

. . . 

. . . 

.14 

1-57 

... 

. . . 

' 1.57 

. . • 

. . . 

... 

•53 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

•53 

. . . 

•52 

... 

... 

... 

.26 

. • 

. . 

.26 

•39 



•13 

.26 

•53 

... 

.20 

•33 

.27 

... 

... 

.09 

... 

.09 

.09 

... 

.96 

... 

... 

. 1 2 

•30 

. . . 

•54 

•43 

... 

... 

.09 

•17 

... 

•17 

.87 

. . . 

•25 

... 

.62 

.61 

. . . 

•31 

. . . 

.10 

.20 

•57 

... 

... 

•38 

... 

... 

.19 

.27 

... 

... 

.09 

.09 

.09 

.40 

... 

■13 

•• 

.07 

• 13 

.07 

•49 

. . . 

.14 

.14 

.07 

... 

.14 

.61 

•05 

■05 

.16 

.02 

•05 

.28 

•52 

... 

•05 

.01 

.10 

• 13 

•03 

.20 

■55 

•05 

•03 

.12 

.09 

.04 

.22 

1.29 

.00 

.22 

.08 

•15 

•27 

.07 

.50 

1-59 

.00 

■31 

.10 

.16 

■29 

.08 

.65 

I . A 0 

.20 

.07 

.16 

•25 

.08 

.52 

.98 

.00 

•13 

•05 

•15 

•25 

.07  1 

•33 

See  al.so  under  Infectious  Diseases,  p.  i6  ct  seq. 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  past  three  years  is  given 
in  the  first,  and  the  case  mortality,  i.e.  the  ratio  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  notifica- 
tions in  the  second  of  the  two  following  tables. 


Total  Number  of  Notifications. 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

107 

150 

106 

218 

233 

292 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

Croup 

97 

81 

121 

257 

318 

156 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

24 

3 

8 

27 

16 

30 

Continued  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

. • • 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

2 

3 

10 

5 

4 

Erysipelas 

46 

30 

30 

63 

71 

59 

Case  Mortality  of  Notified  Diseases. 

i.e.,  Ratio  per  cent,  of  Denths  to  Notifications. 

(Fatal  cases  not  otherwise  notified  have  been  counted  as  “ notified  ” for  the  purpose 

of  this  table  only.) 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908 

Smallpox  ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-33 

2.83 

1.83 

.85 

•71 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

• 

Croup 

9.28 

7.41 

8.26 

12.45 

6.92 

8.33 

Enteric  Fever 

4.T6 

33-33 

37-50 

22.22 

18.75 

13-33 

Continued  Fever... 

• • • 

« * • 

• • • 

• . • 

. * . 

. . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

50.00 

50.00 

75.00 

70.00 

80.00 

50.00 

Erysipelas 

4-35 

6.45 

6.67 

1.59 

2.82 

5.08 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  Urban  and  Rural  Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  population  from  each  of  the  commoner  forms  of  infectious  disease  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Smallpox 

• • ■ 

• • • 

• • • 

Measles  ... 

.16 

.10 

•05 

.01 

.08 

.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

.04 

.05 

•03 

.01 

.01 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

.09 

•25 

.02 

.20 

.14 

•13 

Croup 

.16 

.11 

.18 

•25 

•17 

.10 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

.02 

.02 

.05 

•05 

.02 

•03 

Influenza 

•25 

•23 

•30 

.20 

.28 

•27 

Diarrhoea 

.41 

.27 

.28 

•32 

.21 

.20 

Puerperal  Fever 

.04 

.04 

.05 

.05 

•03 

.02 

Erysipelas 

.04 

.04 

•03 

.01 

.01 

.02 

Phthisis  ... 

1. 01 

1. 10 

.84 

•93 

•75 

.86 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

•25 

.20 

.23 

.21 

• 17 

.24 

i6 


Infectious  Diseases. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  County  from  each 
of  the  principal  epidemic  diseases  during  the  six  years  1902  to  1907  and  also 
the  figures  for  1908  are  here  set  out. 

1902-1907,  1908. 


Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
Diarrhoea 
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157 

10 

29 

5 

163 

23 

183 

17 

40 

7 

265 

41 

Smallpox. 

No  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified  in  Berkshire  since  1905,  when 
there  was  one  case.  In  1904  no  case  was  notified.  The  number  in  1903 
was  13,  and  in  1902,  33. 

The  provisions  made  by  the  various  District  Councils  for  the  isolation 
of  patients  suffering  from  smallpox  are  given  under  the  heading  “ Isolation 
Hospitals.” 

A considerable  number  of  the  children  in  this  County  are  un-vaccinated, 
and  re-vaccination  on  leaving  school  or  at  a later  date  appears  to  be  rare, 
except  when  a scare  of  smallpox  occurs. 


Chicken-Pox, 

Early  in  1902,  with  a view  to  the  detection  of  mild  or  modified  cases  of 
smallpox,  the  notification  of  chicken-pox  was  adopted  as  a temporary  measure 
in  the  Borough  of  New  Windsor  and  in  each  of  the  districts  comprised  in  the 
Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  District,  whilst  an  order  making  this  disease 
permanently  notifiable  came  into  operation  on  January  27th,  1902,  in  Woking-  ' 
ham  Borough  (order  rescinded,  May  31st,  1909),  and  a similar  order  on  March 
loth  of  the  same  year  in  \\'okingham  Rural  District  (order  will  be  rescinded, 
October  31st,  1909). 

School  closure  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  was  found  to 
be  advisable  in  four  instances  during  the  year,  viz.  : Winkfield  Cranborne 
Ranelagh  in  Easthampstead  Rural  District,  Hatford  in  Faringdon  Rural  District, 
West  Woodhay  in  Hungerford  Rural  District  and  Hermitage  in  Wantage 
Rural  District.  In  the  two  latter  cases,  measles  was  also  prevalent  at  the 
same  time.  These  outbreaks  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  26  cases  notified  in  Wokingham  Urban  District  occurred  in  14  houses  , 
and  the  61  cases  notified  in  Wokingham  Rural  District  occurred  in  36  houses, 
viz.  : 2 at  Newland,  5 at  Sonning,  4 at  Woodley,  5 at  Winnersh,  i at  Twyford, 

I at  Wargrave,  12  at  Wokingham  Without,  4 at  Shinfield,  and  2 at  Swallowfield. 
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Measles. 

An  order  making  measles  notifiable  in  Wokingham  Bbrough  came  into 
operation  on  March  31st,  1902  (order  rescinded,  May  31st,  1909),  and  a similar 
order  with  regard  to  the  M'okingham  Rural  District  came  into  force  on  October 
31st,  1904  (order  will  be  rescinded,  October  31st,  1909).  In  the  latter  case 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  given  on  the  understanding 
that  the  order  should  not  be  revoked  for  five  years. 

In  no  other  district  in  the  County  is  measles  included  amongst  the  diseases 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  County  during  the  first 
three  or  four  months  of  the  year,  and,  with  one  exception,  viz.,  in  June,  all 
the  school  closures  on  account  of  this  disease  took  place  during  those  months. 

In  Abingdon  Borough  the  Church  of  England,  Conduit  Road,  and  Council 
Infant  Schools  were  closed,  and  the  Wescott  Road  Council  School  in  Wokingham 
Borough. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  it  was  found  advisable  to  close  the  whole  school 
in  the  following  places  : — 

Abingdon  Rural  District — Marcham. 

Cookham  Rural  District — Cookham  (North  Town). 

Faringdon  Rural  District — Hatford. 

Hungerford  Rural  District — Kintbury  (Christ  Church  and  St.  Mary’s), 
W'est  M oodhay. 

Newbury  Rural  District — Hamstcad  ^Marshall,  Thatcham  (British  and 
Church  of  England). 

W'antage  Rural  District — Chilton,  Hermitage  (whooping  cough  also 
prevalent),  Childrey. 

Wokingham  Rural  District- — Arborfield. 

The  33  cases  notified  in  Wokingham  Urban  District  occurred  in  17  houses  ; 
and  the  58  cases  notified  in  Wokingham  Rural  District  occurred  in  35  houses 
(8  at  Arborfield,  5 at  Barkham,  5 at  Newland,  i at  M'argrave,  13  at  M’okingham 
Without,  I at  Shinfield,  and  2 at  Finchampstead.) 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  prevalent  in  any  of  the 
Urban  Districts,  but  severe  outbreaks  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  Rund 
Districts,  necessitating  the  closure  of  schools  in  the  following  places  : 

Bradfield  Rural  District — Pangbourne,  Sulhamstead,  Theale. 

Cookham  Rural  District — Bisham. 

W’antage  Rural  District — Upton. 

W’okingham  Rural  District — Earley  (Inlants ),  Hurst  (Infants),  Waigrave 
(Piggott,  Infants’). 

Most  of  the  closures  took  place  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
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Diphtheria. 

The  cases  notified  in  the  County  during  1901  numbered  145  ; 1902,  202  ; 
1903,  141  ; 1904,  309  : 1905,  175  ; 1906,  354  ; 1907,  399  : and  1908,  277. 

The  number  of  cases  notihed  during  last  year  was  considerably  less  than 
in  either  of  the  two  preceding  years,  although  the  number  was  still  above  the 
average  of  recent  years. 

In  Abingdon  Borough  three  cases  occurred  in  J anuary,  three  in  February, 
and  one  each  in  March  and  December.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Of  the  twenty-one  cases  that  occurred  in  Maidenhead  Borough,  sixteen 
were  notified  in  March  and  April.  Seven  cases  were  notified  in  Newbury 
Borough,  most  of  these  proved  to  be  of  a mild  type.  In  Windsor  Borough 
the  disease  had  been  prevalent  since  January,  1906,  but  disappeared  early  in 
1908,  only  one  case  was  reported  during  the  latter  six  months.  Throughout 
the  year  diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  M'allingford  Borough,  where  fifty-four 
cases  were  notified,  compared  with  seven  in  the  preceding  year  ; the  death-rate 
from  the  disease,  however,  was  low,  being  only  7.4  per  cent.  In  W'okingham 
Borough  17  cases  were  notified,  distributed  in  14  houses. 

Both  Abingdon  and  Bradfield  Rural  Districts  showed  a marked  decrease 
in  the  number  of  notifications,  and  in  Cookham  Rural  District  only  four  cases 
were  notified,  all  at  the  same  house. 

In  Easthampstead  Rural  Disti'ict  the  number  of  cases  in  1908  amounted 
to  ten,  of  which  seven  occurred  during  the  first  quarter,  two  in  July  and  one 
in  August. 

In  Faringdon  Rural  District  there  was  a very  marked  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  diphtheria,  altogether  only  10  cases  were  notified,  of  these  one 
occurred  at  Lechlade  (Gloucestershire),  two  at  Stanford-in-the-\"ale,  three 
at  Kingston  Lisle,  three  at  Uffington,  and  one  at  Eaton  Hastings. 

In  Hungerford  Rural  District  diphtheria  was  again  prevalent  in  some 
localities,  this  was  most  marked  in  and  about  Kintbury. 

In  Newbury  Rural  District  only  three  cases  were  notified,  one  in  March, 
May  and  November,  respectively. 


In  Wallingford  Rural  District  there  were  23  cases,  comiiarcd  with  8 in 
the  previous  year.  The  cases  were  distributed  over  the  whole  of  the  district, 
being  es])ecially  numerous  at  Brightwell,  where  15  cases  occurred.  In  the 
autumn  there  were  ii  cases  in  the  Cottage  Homes  in  that  jdace.  Cholsey 
had  three  cases,  Aston  Tirrold,  North  Moreton,  East  Hagbourne,  Slade  End, 

and  Winterbrook  one  each.  The  mortality  was  low,  only  two  deaths  were 
recorded. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


19 

In  Wantage  Rural  District  five  cases  were  notified  at  both  Brightwalton 
and  Catmore,  three  at  East  Hendred,  two  each  at  Childrey  and  Upton,  and 
one  at  Blewbury,  Fawley,  Hampstead  Norris,  Letcombe  Regis,  and  Peasemore. 
The  origin  of  the  diphtheria  outbreak  in  the  Hill  district  was  not  obvious, 
but  its  spread  was  probably  due  to  the  return  to  school  of  a child  at  the  end 
of  four  weeks,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  Berkshire  Education  Com- 
mittee, which  stipulate  for  an  exclusion  of  eight  weeks  as  the  minimum. 

In  Windsor  Rural  District  the  number  of  cases  was  seventeen,  compared 
with  thirty-two  in  1907. 

In  Wokingham  Rural  District  13  cases  occured,  distributed  amongst 
10  houses  (2  at  Wargrave,  i at  Twyford,  2 at  Ruscombe,  i at  Newland,  2 at 
Wokingham  Without,  and  2 at  Sliinfield). 

School  closure  was  considered  necessary  in  the  following  instances  : — 

W’allingford  Urban  District. 

Easthampstead  Rural  District — Binfield. 

Hungerford  Rural  District — Kintbury  (St.  Mary’s). 

Wantage  Rural  District — ^B right walton. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

The  cases  notified  in  the  County  during  1901  numbered  286  ; 1902,  415  ; 
1903,  248  : 1904,  369  ; 1905,  541  ; 1906,  325  ; 1907,  383  ; and  1908,  398. 

x^ll  the  eight  cases  notified  in  Abingdon  Borough  occurred  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

In  Maidenhead  Borough  the  cases  of  this  disease  were  numerous  during 
the  early  months  of  the  year  and  formed  a part  of  the  outbreak  which  com- 
menced in  the  last  quarter  of  1907.  Two  deaths  were  registered. 

In  Newbury  Borough  there  was  only  one  case  notified  in  1908. 

In  New  Windsor  Borough  there  were  10  cases,  distributed  in  nine  houses. 
During  the  past  twenty  years  there  have  been  only  eight  deaths  from  scarlet 
fever. 

In  Wallingford  Borough  there  were  eight  cases  during  the  year. 

In  Wantage  Urban  District  six  cases  were  notified,  all  recovered. 

In  Wokingham  Borough  the  32  cases  occurred  in  20  different  houses. 

In  Abingdon  Rural  District  during  1908  thirty-four  cases  were  notified, 
compared  with  fourteen  in  the  previous  year.  The  spread  of  the  disease  may 
probably  be  accounted  for  by  cases  being  missed  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
illness,  owing  to  the  generally  mild  type  the  disease  assumed. 
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In  BradReld  Rural  District  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  commenced  in 
Tileliurst  and  spread  to  Pangbournc.  Five  cases  also  occurred  at  Burghfield, 
but  had  no  connection  witli  the  outbreak  at  Tilehurst,  the  latter  was  probably 
due  primarily  to  infection  in  Reading.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  the 
District  was  thirty-one,  com])ared  witli  thirty-five  in  1907. 

In  Cookham  Rural  District  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  in  excess  of 
the  preceding  year,  thirty-eight  as  against  20.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred 
either  in  the  Spring  or  Autumn — eleven  in  March,  four  in  April  and  eleven  in 
October ; one  fatal  case  was  registered.  The  disease  was  on  the  whole  of  a 
mild  character. 


In  Easthamjistead  Rural  District  a few  cases  occurred  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  ; an  outbreak  was  reported  amongst  the  children  at  Easthampstead 
Workhouse  in  August,  and  in  that  montli  and  September  eleven  cases  were 
notified.  In  December  seven  cases  were  reported  at  Brook  Hill.  Most  of 
the  patients  had  mild  attacks  and  no  fatal  case  was  registered.  * 

In  Faringdon  Rural  District  only  seven  cases  were  notified,  these  occurred 
dur-ing  the  months  of  February,  April,  May  and  June,  at  Faringdon,  Long- 

worth,  and  Shrivenham.  One  child  at  Shrivenham,  aged  ten  months,  died 
from  scarlet  fever. 


In  Hungerford  Rural  District  only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

In  Newbury  Rural  District  one  case  occurred  at  Chieveley  in  April,  and 
two  at  Boxford,  in  one  family,  in  September. 

In  W^alhngford  Rural  District  only  six  cases  occurred,  distributed  over 
the  following  localities-Didcot,  South  Moreton,  Slade  End  Green,  Rush 
Court  and  Brightw^ell. 


In  Wantage  Rural  District  scarlet  fever  sjn'ead  from  two  centres. 
One  outbreak  commenced  at  East  Hendred  in  August,  the  first  case  occurred 
in  a public  house  and  was  not  effectually  isolated,  the  origin  of  this  case  was 
jirobably  due  to  infection  contracted  at  a fete  near  W antage,  at  which  the 
child  was  present.  The  second  ejfidemic  began  at  Childrey,  a child  having 
come  from  a liouse  in  Liverpool  in  which  the  disease  was  present.  The  solitarv 
case  at  Compton  probably  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  mother  went  to  Reading 
and  came  home  with  a sore  throat,  subsequent  to  which  ihc  child  fell  ill 
Altogether  there  were  forty-four  cases  notified,  compared  with  thirty-two 
in  the  previous  year,  six  in  rqoC,  eighteen  in  1905,  twenty-four  in  1904.  forty- 
three  in  1903,  and  forty-one  in  1902.  ^ 

In  Windsor  Rural  District  the  number  ol  notifications,  52,  showed  a 
largo  .ncrcasc  on  the  previous  year,  .3.  The  cases  were  mild  in  charac  er 
and  no  ileatli  was  registered.  Seventy-five  per  cent  of  ihe  , 

llic  latter  liali  oi  tlie  year.  “ occurred  tn 
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In  Wokingham  Rural  District  45  cases  were  notified.  These  were  distri- 
buted amongst  36  different  houses  (i  at  Remenham,  3 at  Wargrave,  i at  Rus- 
combe,  5 at  Hurst,  3 at  Arborfield,  i at  Barkham,  2 at  Newland,  i at  W'innersh, 
I at  Sonning,  6 at  Woodley,  i at  Earley,  9 at  ^^'okingham  Without,  i at  Swal- 
lowfield,  and  i at  Shinfield). 

The  following  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  scarlet  fever  : — 

Wokingham  Urban  District  (Wescott  Road). 

Abingdon  Rural  District — Cumnor,  Steventon. 

Bradfield  Rural  District — Bradfield  (Dr.  Watney’s). 

W'antage  Rural  District — Ardington,  Childrey  (Fett39Dlace  and  \^’esleyan), 
East  Hendred  (Church  of  England  and  Roman  Catholic). 

Windsor  Rural  District — Sunningdale. 

Wokingham  Rural  District— Arborfield. 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  at  Abingdon, 
one  each  at  Maidenhead  and  Newbury,  and  four  at  W'antage. 

In  Abingdon  Rural  District  an  outbreak  occurred  at  W'ytham  in  October, 
and  subsequently  cases  were  notified  from  Old  Botley,  these  latter  were  rela- 
tions of  the  persons  at  W'ytham.  In  all  fifteen  cases  were  notified,  of  which 
two  proved  fatal.  The  well  water  supiiljlng  the  premises  at  W'ytham,  where 
the  outbreak  occurred,  was  examined  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically, 
and  strong  evidence  of  sewage  contamination  was  found.  (See  under  W'ater 
Supply). 

In  Cookham  Rural  District  two  cases  were  notified,  one  in  May  and  the 
other  in  August. 

In  Easthampstead  Rural  District  the  small  outbreak  of  four  cases  at 
Sandhurst  was  confined  to  one  family.  The  first  jierson  notified  had  recently 
arrived  from  Egypt,  the  remainder  were  contact  cases.  The  house  was  com- 
pletely isolated,  and  no  extension  of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  in  each  of  four  Rural  Districts,  namely  Faring- 
don,  Hungerford,  Wantage  and  Windsor.  In  Newbury  Rural  District  there 
were  two  cases,  one  in  May  at  Hamstead  Marshall,  and  the  other  in  September 
at  Boxford.  Three  cases  were  notified  in  Wokingham  Rural  District,  each 
in  a different  locality  and  in  no  way  associated. 

Influenza. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  influenza  as  a primary  cause  numbered  51,  com- 
pared with  48  in  1907,  39  in  1906,  33  in  each  of  the  two  preceding  years,  34 
in  1903,  and  72  in  1902. 
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In  January  Garford  School,  in  the  Abingdon  Rural  District,  was  closed 
on  account  of  influenza. 

Diarrhcea. 

Forty-one  deaths  were  ascribed  to  diarrhoea  in  1908,  of  these,  35  were  of 
infants  under  a year  old.  In  1907,  the  total  number  was  42,  and  in  1906,  64. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Three  cases  were  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  four  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  To  the  above  should  be  added  one  case  in  the  Urban  Districts 
and  two  cases  in  the  Rural,  death  having  been  ascribed  to  puerperal  fever 
in  three  instances  in  which  no  formal  notification  of  the  disease  had  been  sent. 
This  total  of  10  cases  may  be  compared  with  10  in  1907,  18  in  1906,  and  10 
in  1905. 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  89  notifications  of  this  disease  in  1908  ; loi  in  1907  ; 109  in 
1906  ; and  133  in  1905. 

Phthisis. 

The  mortality  from  phthisis  has  been  already  referred  to  on  page  12. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases. 

Tubercular  diseases  other  than  pulmonary  accounted  for  43  deaths  in 
1908  ; 33  in  1907  ; and  41  in  1906. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was  reported  in  January  in  the 
Windsor  Rural  District.  The  patient  was  isolated  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Nursing  Home,  South  Ascot,  and  recovered. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

Prior  to  1866,  apart  from  the  few  remaining  parish  “ pest-houses,”  which 
were  apparently  provided  by  the  parishioners  independently  of  any  legal 
enactment,  the  only  hospitals  in  England  receiving  persons  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  seem  to  have  been  those  established  by  private  effort.* 

In  1866,  following  on  the  appearance  of  epidemic  cholera  in  London,  an 
Order  in  Council  was  issued  under  the  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1855,  ^luthoris- 
ing  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  such  patients  as  had  no  home  or  could 
not  be  properly  treated  at  home  ; this  Order  applietl  to  the  whole  of  England. 
And  the  Sanitary  Act  01  the  same  year  gave  powers,  relative  to  the  provision 
of  hosifltds,  similar  to  those  embodied  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 
Under  section  131  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  : 

• Vide  Supplement  to  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  Local  Government  Boanl,  1880-1881. 
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“ Any  local  Authority  may  provide  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  their 

0 

“ district  hospitals  or  temporary  places  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  and  for 
“ that  purpose  may  themselves  build  such  hospitals  or  places  of  reception  ; 
“ or  contract  for  the  use  of  any  such  hospital  or  part  of  a hospital  or  place  of 
“ reception  ; or  enter  into  any  agreement  with  any  person  having  the  manage- 
“ ment  of  any  hospital,  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  inhabitants  of  their  district, 
“ on  payment  of  such  annual  or  other  sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

“ Two  or  more  local  authorities  may  combine  in  providing  a common 
“ hospital.” 

If  a local  authority  desires  to  obtain  a loan  to  defray  the  cost  of  providing 
a hospital,  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  must  be  obtained 
(Public  Health  Act,  1875,  sec.  233  and  234). 

When  two  or  more  local  authorities  desire  to  combine  in  providing  a 
hospital,  it  is  often  desirable  to  form  the  combined  districts  into  a Joint  Hos- 
pital District,  by  a Provisional  Order  under  section  279  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  with  a Joint  Hospital  Board  as  the  governing  body. 

A Joint  Hospital  Board  consists  of  members  elected  by  the  Local  Authori- 
ties concerned,  together  with  such  ex-officio  members  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  by  the  Provisional  Order  determine. 

Under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  County  Councils  are  empowered 
to  constitute  hospital  districts,  consisting  in  each  case  either  of  a single  local 
area  or  of  two  or  more  local  areas  as  defined  by  section  26  of  the  Act ; and 
under  section  8 (3)  “ if  any  local  authority,  having  jurisdiction  within  any  part 
“ of  the  proposed  hospital  district,  object  to  the  formation  of  such  a district,  or 
“ to  the  addition  or  subtraction  thereto  or  therefrom  of  any  local  area  within 
“ their  jurisdiction,  such  authority  may  at  any  time  within  three  months  from 
‘‘  the  date  of  the  Order  appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  decision 
‘‘  of  such  Board  shall  be  conclusive.” 

Under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Acts,  1893  and  1901,  a County  Council  may, 
where  they  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  county,  contribute 
out  of  the  county  rate  a capital  or  annual  sum  towards  the  structural  and  the 
establishment  expenses,  or  to  either  class  of  such  exjjenses,  of  a hospital  for  the 
reception  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases — whether  the  hospital 
has  been  established  under  the  Isolation  Hospital  Acts  or  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  And  at  the  meeting  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council  on  4th 
November,  1905,  the  following  principles  upon  which  the  Council  will  be  pre- 
pared to  make  grants  in  aid  of  isolation  hospitals  were  adopted  : — 

“ Subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  a loan,  the 
County  Council  will  make  a capital  grant,  not  exceeding  one-half  of  the  cost, 
towards  the  provision  of  or  addition  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  upon  being 
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satisfied,  upon  the  rejiort  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  the  following 
conditions  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : 

{a)  That  the  Hospital  will  serve  a Rural  or  Urban  District  or  a combination 
of  such  districts. 

{b)  That  the  district  or  districts  concerned  agree  to  maintain  the  Hospital 
and,  in  the  case  of  combined  districts,  themselves  agree  as  to  the  pro- 
portions to  be  paid  by  the  several  districts. 

(c)  That  the  Hospital  will  be  built  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  at  least  two  separate  diseases,  and 
for  both  sexes  ; and  will  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  districts.” 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  any  part  or  section  of 
which  may  be  adopted  by  a district  council,  contains  some  important  sections 
dealing  with  hospitals  and  home  isolation  : — 

Section  60. — Nothing  in  section  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with  respect  to  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance in  a hospital  shall  require  the  local  authority  to  recover  the  cost 
of  maintenance  from  a patient  who  is  not  a pauper  where  the  local  au- 
thority have  satisfied  themselves  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
such  as  to  justify  the  remission  of  the  debt. 


Section  61. — (i)  The  local  authority  may  exercise  the  powers  of 
section  fifteen  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  whether 
that  section  has  or  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  district,  and  where  the 
local  authority  so  determine,  those  powers  may  be  exercised  for  providing 
temporary  shelter  or  house  accommodation  with  any  necessary  attendants 
for  any  person  who,  in  any  case  to  which  this  section  applies,  leaves  a house 
after  any  infectious  disease  has  ajipeared  therein,  and  the  local  authority 
may  borrow,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  shelter  or  house  accommodation  under  section  fifteen 
of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  .Act,  1890,  or  under  this  section. 


\\  here  tlie  local  authority  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  powers 
have  i^rovided  a temporary  shelter  or  house  accommodation,  they  may, 
on  the  ai)pearance  of  any  infectious  disease  in  a house,  and  on  the  certificate 
of  the  metlical  otficer,  cause  any  person  who  is  not  himself  sick  and  who 
consents  to  leave  the  house,  or  whose  i)arent  or  guardian  (where  the  person 
IS  a child),  consents  to  his  leaving  the  house,  to  be  removed  therefrom 
to  any  such  temporary  shelter  or  house  accommodation  and  in  the  like 
case  on  the  like  certificate  may  cause  any  such  person  who  does  not  con- 
sent to  leave  the  house  to  be  removed  therefrom  to  any  such  temporary 
shelter  or  house  accommodation,  where  two  justices,  on  the  application 
ol  tlie  local  authority  and  on  being  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  the  removal 
make  an  order  for  the  removal,  subject  to  such  conditions  (if  any)  as  arc 
imi)osed  by  t lie  order. 
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The  local  authority  shall  in  every  case  cause  the  removal  to  be  effected 
and  the  conditions  of  any  order  to  be  satisfied  without  charge  to  the  person 
removed  or  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  that  person. 

Section  67. — (i)  The  local  authority  may  provide  nurses  for  atten- 
dance on  patients  suffering  from  any  infectious  disease  in  their  district, 
who,  owing  to  want  of  accommodation  at  the  hospital  or  danger  of  infection 
cannot  be  removed  to  the  hospital,  or  in  cases  where  removal  to  the  hos- 
pital is  likely  to  endanger  the  patient’s  health, 

(2)  The  local  authority  may  charge  such  reasonable  sums  for  the 
services  of  nurses  provided  by  them  as  they  think  fit. 

(3)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  deemed  to  take  away  or  diminish 
the  necessity  of  providing  proper  hospital  accommodation  for  persons 
suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

The  extent  to  which  isolation  hospital  accommodation  has  been  provided 
by  the  various  District  Councils  is  set  out  in  the  following  statement,  and  on 
page  32  a summary  of  the  available  accommodation  is  gi\'en  in  tabular  form. 

Urban  Districts. 

(1)  Abingdon  Borough. — Joint  Hospital  Board  with  Abingdon  Rural, 

The  Abingdon  Joint  Hospital  District  was  formed  under  a Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the  25th  day  of  April, 
1898,  and  the  hospital  was  opened  on  ist  February,  1901. 

The  hospital  is  situated  on  the  Marcham  Road  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Abingdon,  about  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  Borough. 

The  area  of  the  site  is  two  acres. 

The  buildings  are  of  brick  and  consist  of  administration  block,  three 
ward  blocks  and  out-ofhces,  also  a special  bath  room  and  dressing- 
rooms  for  the  use  of  patients  when  being  discharged  from  the  hospital. 
There  are  eight  wards  with  a total  of  32  beds.  Four  of  these  wards  were 
erected  in  1905  and  have  doubled  the  previous  accommodation. 

There  is  a Thresh’s  steam-disinfector  and  a good  modern  carriage 
ambulance. 

The  total  cost  of  the  hospital  for  purchase  of  site,  building,  equipment, 
furnishing,  and  laying-out  of  grounds  has  been  about  ;^io,ooo. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  he  visited  the  liosjiilal  on 
several  occasions  during  the  year,  and  fouml  it  well  kept  and  efficient 
in  every  respect. 

For  Smallpox. — An  iron  building,  situated  about  a mile  from  the  town. 

(2)  Maidenhead  Borough. — By  an  arrangement  between  Maidenhead  Town 

Council  and  Cookham  Rural  District  Council  this  hospital  is  available 
for  patients  from  both  the  Borough  and  Rural  District. 
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The  hospital  is  the  property  of  the  Borough,  and  is  situated  on  the 
western  outskirts  of  the  town  opposite  the  workhouse. 

The  buildings  consist  of  a wooden  structure  containing  two  rooms  for 
the  caretaker  and  his  wife  and  two  small  wards  (two  beds  each),  and 
of  a corrugated  iron  hospital  with  two  wards  (four  beds  each)  and 
nurses’  room.  12  beds. 

There  is  at  present  no  steam  disinfector. 

For  Smallpox. — This  hospital  has  been  utilised. 

(3)  Newbury  Borough. — The  hospital  belongs  to  Newbury  Town  Council  and  is 

used  by  the  Rural  District  under  an  agreement.  The  hospital  is 
managed  by  a Committee  of  equal  numbers  of  the  members  of  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Authorities. 

It  is  situated  in  the  south  of  the  Borough  on  W'ash  Common,  about  two 
miles  from  the  Market  Square. 

The  buildings  are  of  corrugated  iron  and  contain  six  wards  (two  wards 
with  eight  beds  each,  and  four  wards  with  three  beds  each,  total  28 
beds),  a nurse’s  sitting  room,  one  bedroom  and  kitchen. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  he  has  inspected  the  hospital 
several  times  during  the  year,  and  always  found  it  in  perfect  order, 
well  kept,  and  ready  to  meet  any  demand  that  might  be  made  upon  it. 

A new  brougham  has  been  purchased  as  an  ambulance. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector. 

For  Smallpox. — Tliis  hospital  has  been  utilised. 

(4)  New  Windsor  Borough. — In  1903  the  Mdndsor  and  Egham  (Surrey)  Joint 

Hospital  District  was  formed  under  a Provisional  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  early  in  1906  the  Windsor  Town  Council 
applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  withdraw 
from  the  ju'oposed  Isolation  Hospital  scheme,  and  no  advance  has 
been  made  in  the  matter. 

A steam  disinfecting  a})paratus  (Alliott  & Patou’s  Improved  Washington 
Lyon)  was  erected  at  Dedworth  in  1905  for  the  use  of  fhe  Borough. 

For  Sm.m.lpox. — The  Borough  has  a liospiUd  at  the  “ Ham  ” consisting 
of  a caretaker’s  cottage  and  an  iron  building  with  two  wards  for  six 
j)atients  each. 

There  is  a full  lengfh  brougham  ambulance  belonging  to  the  RurM 
Authority  ; this  is  also  made  use  of  by  the  Borough. 

(5)  Wallingford  Borough. — The  Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh  Joint  Hospital 

District,  consisting  of  the  Urban  and  Rur;d  Districts  of  Wallingford 
and  the  Rural  District  of  Crowmarsh  (Oxon),  was  formetl  under  a 
Provisional  Order  in  1904. 
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The  hospital  is  situated  to  the  west  of  the  town  of  \\\allingford  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  railway  station. 

The  area  of  the  site  is  about  3I  acres. 

The  buildings  consist  of  a brick  administration  block  and  corrugated 
iron  wards  and  out  offices.  The  wards  are  arranged  in  two  blocks  ; 
one  block  contains  two  wards  (intended  for  three  and  two  patients 
respectively)  the  other  block  is  similar  but  has  an  adjoining  additional 
ward  for  one  patient.  Total  ii  beds. 

The  wards  were  ready  for  occupation  in  March,  1905. 

There  is  a Defries  steam-disinfector  at  the  hospital  and  the  Board  has 
purchased  a full  length  carriage  ambulance. 

The  hospital  was  visited  several  times  during  the  year  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Cattell,  and  was  always  found  to  be  clean  and 
well  kept  and  administered  in  an  efficient  manner. 

For  Smallpox. — The  Henley  and  MMllingford  Joint  Smallpo.x  Hospital 
District  was  formed  under  a Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  for  the  Boroughs  of  Henley-on-Thames  (Oxon)  and 
W'allingford  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Crowmarsh  and  Henley  (Oxon), 
Hambledon  (Bucks)  and  Wkillingford,  which  together  with  the  Urban 
District  of  Caversham  comprise  the  Unions  of  W'allingford  and  Henley. 

The  hospital  is  situated  at  M'hitelands,  Pishill,  Oxfordshire,  and  there  is 
accommodation  for  6 males  and  6 females. 

A caretaker’s  residence  and  nurse’s  quarters  are  adjacent. 

The  site  consists  of  about  18  acres. 

The  Joint  Board  purchased  a large  carriage  which  has  been  adapted  as 
an  ambulance. 

(6)  Wantage. — The  Urban  District  Council  are  in  treaty  with  the  Abingdon 

Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  reception  of  patients  from  this  District 
(June,  1909). 

For  Sm.allpox. — No  provision  has  been  made,  but  the  building  erected 
by  the  Wantage  Rural  Authority  would  probal)ly  be  a\’ailable  if 
required.  Vide  Wantage  Rural. 

(7)  Wokingham  Borough. — There  is  no  general  isolation  hospital. 

The  following  particulars  apply  to  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of 
Mffikingham  : — 

In  the  Wokingham  Rural  District  steam-disinfection  is  carried  out 
systematically  by  Mr.  Street,  of  the  Reading  Disinfecting  Works. 
This  is  not  the  case  in  the  Borough. 


Isolation  Hospitals. 

For  Smallpox. — Three  railway  huts  are  placed  in  a field  at  Barkham, 
about  three  miles  from  Wokingham.  These  huts  have  been  utilised 
foi  administration  jmrposes  and  hospital  tents  erected  for  the  patients. 

1 he  joint  occuj)ation  with  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Wokingham 
of  the  site  at  Barkliam  for  the  isolation  camp  for  smallpox  has  been 
renewed  lor  a 3^ear.  The  ambulance  consists  of  an  old  cab  stored  at 
the  W'orkhouse. 


Rural  Districts. 

(1)  Abingdon. — Vide  Abingdon  Borough. 

(2)  Bradfield. — There  is  no  isolation  hospital. 

Steam-disinfection  is,  when  necessary,  carried  out  by  Mr.  Street,  of 
the  Reading  Disinfecting  Works. 

For  Smallpox.  The  Council  has  acquired  on  lease  a site  immediately 
opposite  the  W orkhouse,  with  a view  to  the  erection  of  a temporary 
isolation  hospital  in  case  of  an  outbreak. 

(3)  Cookham.—Vide  Maidenhead  Borough. 

(4)  Easthanvpstcad.  There  is  no  general  isolation  hospital. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  1908,  Dr.  Cattell  again  calls  attention  to  the 
need  for  such  provision.  He  states  “ It  is  a matter  of  regret  that 
there  is  no  hospital  for  infectious  disease  to  which  patients  in  the 
district  can  be  taken.  Second  and  third  cases  in  the  same  house 
would  generally  be  avoided  if  the  initial  source  of  infection  was 
promptly  removed.” 

No  steam  disinfector  is  provided. 

For  Smallpox.—A  large  hospital  tent  v^dth  suitable  fittings  and  ap- 
pliances is  available  in  case  of  need.  There  is  no  ambulance. 

(5)  laringdon.—M  I.echlade  (Gloucestershire),  a cottage,  which  is  fairly  well 

adapted  for  the  purpose,  is  utilised  as  a hospital.  There  are  four 
rooms  in  which  a total  of  eight  cases  can  be  treated. 

In  addition  the  Council  has  three  Berthon  portable  hospital  huts  with 
wood  flooring.  Ihe  tents  are  erected  as  required  either  at  Shriven- 
ham,  Faringdon  or  Hatford,  at  each  of  which  localities  permanent 
concrete  foundations  have  been  laid. 

An  ambulance  cab  is  stationed  at  Faringdon. 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Faringdon  Rural  District  Council  on  July  14th, 

1908,  a Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
procuring  more  Berthon  huts. 
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At  present  the  Council  has  an  arrangement  by  which  bedding,  and 
other  articles  requiring  disinfection,  can  be  sent'  to  the  Swindon 
Isolation  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  reports  that  a steam  disinfector  would  be  very  useful  in  the 
District,  more  particularly  as  it  is  now  the  practice  to  disinfect 
bedding  used  in  cases  of  consumption. 

For  Smallpox. — No  separate  provision  has  been  made. 

(6)  Hungerford. — There  is  no  general  isolation  hospital. 

Early  in  1909  an  offer  of  £1,000  towards  the  provision  of  an  isolation 
hospital  for  the  Hungerford  Rural  District  was  made  by  a resident 
in  the  neighbourhood.  And  it  is  hoped  that  some  efficient  scheme 
will  be  adopted  at  an  early  date. 

No  steam  disinfector  is  provided. 

For  Smallpox. — A small  iron  hospital ; this  has  not  been  fitted  up  as  it 
has  not  so  far  been  called  into  requisition.  There  is  no  ambulance. 

(7)  Newbury. — Vide  Newbury  Borough. 

(8)  Wallingford. — Vide  Wallingford  Borough. 

(9)  Wantage. — By  an  agreement  between  the  Abingdon  Joint  Hospital  Board 

and  the  Wantage  Rural  District  Council,  all  patients  in  the  Mfimtage 
Rural  District  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  who  cannot 
be  properly  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  are  being  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Abingdon  (May,  1909). 

For  Smallpox. — The  Rural  Authority  has  erected  an  iron  l)uilding 
(for  about  eight  beds)  on  the  Ridge  M'ay,  some  three  miles  S.E.  of 
W'antage  town.  The  building  is  not  furnished,  lout  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  a dealer  in  Wantage  to  do  so  at  once  should  the 
hospital  be  required. 

There  is  no  ambulance,  but  an  arrangement  exists  to  loan  a conveyance 
for  the  purpose. 

There  is  no  steam-disinfector. 

(10)  Windsor. — Vide  New  Windsor  Borough. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  1908  Dr.  Cattell  writes — “ It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a joint  hospital  for  the  districts 
of  Windsor  Urban,  Windsor  Rural  and  Egham  Urban  appears  to  be 
definitely  abandoned.  The  need  for  such  an  institution  is  greatly 
felt.  For  want  of  accommodation  of  some  sort  in  the  district,  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  hav^e  lieen  removed  from  Clewer  by  road 
to  a hospital  in  London,  a course  entailing  considerable  hardship 
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and  suffering  on  the  patients.  Moreover,  there  is  no  doubt  that  by 
the  prompt  removal  of  patients  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  the  second 
and  third  cases  occurring  in  the  same  house,  instances  of  which  are 
numerous  in  the  district,  would  often  be  prevented.” 

Steam-disinfection  is  carried  out  at  the  Windsor  Borough  disinfecting 
station  when  required. 

For  Sm/\llpox. — In  1904,  the  Windsor  Rural  District  Council  erected 
an  iron  building  some  40ft.  distant  from  the  Borough  hospital  on  the 
Ham  fields,  containing  eight  beds  and  nurse’s  quarters. 

The  Rural  Authca-ity  has  a full  length  brougham  ambulance,  which  is 
also  made  use  of  by  the  Borough. 

(ii)  \V okingham. — Vide  Wokingham  Bcmough. 

Since  the  early  part  of  1906,  an  arrangement  has  existed  with  the 
authorities  of  the  Smith  Hospital  at  Henley  to  admit  cases  of  Infectious 
disease  other  than  smallpox  from  the  Parish  of  Remenham.  The 
expenses  are  dealt  with  as  special  expenses  repayable  by  the  contri- 
butory place  of  Remenham. 


TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  REMOVALS  TO  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  an  Isolation  Hospital  is  in  each  instance  inserted  in  brackets. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS— OTHER  THAN  SMALLPOX. 


I 


tt  At  present  in  treaty  with  Abingdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  Admission  of  Patients,  (June,  1909). 
* Including  Lechlade  parish  in  Gloucestershire, 
t Berthon  Hospital  Huts. 

§ Patients  received  into  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital,  under  an  .\greement,  (from  May,  1909). 

II  Patients  from  Parish  of  Remenham  received  into  Smith  Hospital,  Henley, 
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Very  few  districts  are  ])r()vdde(l  witli  the  a])j)aratus  necessary  for  steam- 
disinfection,  though  at  present  no  other  thoroughly  satisfactory  method  for 
disinfecting  bedding  is  known  ; and  even  in  the  case  of  less  bulky  articles  such 
as  clothing,  it  is  a far  more  certain  method  than  ex])osure  to  chemical  fumes. 

Few  notes  appear  in  the  district  rci)orts  as  to  the  methods  emidoyed  for  the 
disinfection  of  houses,  but,  so  far  as  1 have  been  able  to  gather,  some  form  of 
Formic  Aldehyde  vaporiser  or  spray  is  in  fairly  general  use  ; stripping,  white- 
washing, and  repapering  of  rooms  being  insisted  upon  when  necessary.  In 
Newbury  Borough,  Lingner’s  Formaldehyde  Disinfecting  Apjmratus  is  em- 
ployed : in  New  Windsor  Borough,  Formaldehyde  s]>ray  and  fumigation  ; 
in  Bradfield  Rural  District,  Formaldehyde  spray  ; in  Easthampstead  Rural 
District,  the  Sanitas  Company’s  Formic  disinfector ; in  Faringdon  Rural 
District,  an  Equifex  Meicurial  spray  ; in  Wantage  Rural  District,  Formalin 
Tablets. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  AND  SERUM  TREATMENT. 

Increasing  use  has  been  made  of  bacteriological  methods  of  examination 
in  the  diagnosis  of  disease,  and  the  gratuitous  supply  of  antidiphtheritic  serum 
for  prophylactic  or  curative  purposes  has  also  been  sanctioned  by  several 
District  Councils. 

Wallingford  Joint  Hospital  Board. — All  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital 
suffering  from  diphtheria  are  retained  until  bacteriological  examination  shows 
a negative  result. 

Wallingford  Borough. — In  May,  1908,  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Town 
Council  agreed  to  the  examination  of  certain  children  who  were  sus])ected 
of  acting  as  “ carriers  ” of  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

Windsor  Borough. — In  his  Annual  Report  for  1906,  Dr.  Casey  stated  : 

“ Early  in  the  year  the  Health  Committee,  at  my  request,  sanctioned 
the  free  supply  of  antitoxin,  to  be  used  for  protective  j)ur])oses,  and  the 
result  of  this  experiment  was  very  encouraging,  for  not  one  of  the  twenty- 
five  children  who  were  treated  with  the  serum  alterwards  caught  the 
disease  (diphtheria),  while  among  others,  not  so  treated,  secondary  inlection 
was  not  infrequent.” 

Wokingham  Borough. — See  under  Wokingham  Rural  Distiict. 

Bradfield  Rural  District  Council.—Smce  1906  the  District  Council  has 
authorised  the  free  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin,  for  j'lreventativ e as  well 
as  curative  purposes,  to  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  District. 
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Faringdon  Rural  District. — Facilities  are  now  afforded  by  the  District 
Council  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria, 
and  anti-diphtheritic  serum  is  also  supplied  free  of  cost  to  medical  men 
practising  in  the  District. 

Hunger  ford  Rural  District. — During  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  Kintbury, 
in  October,  1907,  the  District  Council  agreed  to  sanction  bacteriological  examin- 
ations being  made,  and  also  the  free  use  of  antidi])htheritic  serum. 

Wokingham  Rural  District. — During  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  the 
Wokingham  Rural  District  in  1907,  Dr.  Ashby,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
took  swabs  from  the  throats  and  noses  of  all  convalescents  and  children  living 
in  the  infected  dwelling  and  made  bacteriological  examinations  of  cultures 
from  them.  Not  one  of  these  children  was  allowed  to  resume  attendance  at 
school  until  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  not  a " carrier  ” of  the  diphtheria 
bacillus.  Dr.  Ashby  informs  me  that  he  still  carries  on  this  practice  in  both 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  being  convinced  that  by  such  bacteriological 
examinations  alone  can  the  spread  of  diphtheria  amongst  school  children 
be  effectually  controlled.  And  he  considers  that  an  arbitrarily  fixed  time 
limit  for  the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  is  prac- 
tically useless,  unless  it  were  made  so  long  in  all  cases  that  it  would  not  be 
tolerated. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1907  the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned  the 
free  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  during  the  then  current  financial  year 
to  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

RAINFALL. 

The  particulars  given  under  this  heading  are  taken  from  a report*  by 
Mr.  H.  W.  Russell,  the  representative  of  the  County  Council  on  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board,  as  to  the  work  of  the  Board  during  1907  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  County. 

The  general  conditions  that  affect  the  flow  of  the  river  have  been  prac- 
tically normal  during  the  past  year,  but  the  natural  flow  of  the  river  was  about 
8 per  cent,  in  excess,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  heavy  rains  that  occurred  during 
the  last  three  months  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  Poit  of  London  Bill  has  now  become  law,  and  the  arrangements 
for  the  future  government  of  the  Upper  River  have  been  settled  for  probably 
many  years.  The  great  change  effected  by  it.  is  the  separation  of  the  non- 
tidal  portion  at  Teddington,  from  the  tidal  portion,  which  in  future  will  be 
governed  by  the  Port  Authority.  The  newly  constituted  Board  of  Thames 
Conservancy  will  take  over  the  jurisdiction  from  Teddington  to  Cricklade. 
The  new  Authority  will  consist  of  28  members.  Of  these  thirteen  represent 
Metropolitan  interests  and  four  will  be  nominated  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

* County  Council  Minutes  6th  February,  1909, 
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Flow  of  the  River  Thames  at  Teddington  and  Rainfall  in  the  Thames  Basin 

FOR  THE  Year  1908. 


Natural  Flow  at  Teddington. 

Rainfall  at  12  stations  in  the  Thames 
Basin. 

Measured  in  1908. 

Average  for  25 
preceding  years. 

Measured  in  1908. 

Average  for  25 
preceding  years. 

Mill,  galls,  per  day. 

Mill,  galls,  per  day. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

January 

2,450.1 

2,127.1 

1.68 

2.21 

February 

1,389.8 

2,312.9 

1.15 

1.87 

March  ... 

2,186.3 

1,781.7 

3-23 

1.89 

April 

1,992.1 

1,212.1 

3.43 

1.64 

May  

2,677.9 

943-1 

2.00 

1.93 

June  

1,085.4 

768.1 

1.40 

2.19 

July  

727.8 

535-8 

2.58 

2.28 

August  ... 

522.3 

475-8 

3-44 

2.45 

September 

670.1 

473-7 

1-79 

2.00 

October 

599-1 

840.2 

1.89 

3-17 

November 

567.2 

1,466.2 

1. 1 1 

2-75 

December 

966.0 

1,756.6 

2.46 

2.52 

Average  for  the  year 

1321.8 

• • • 

26. 16 

. • . 

Average  for  24  pre- 
vious years 

... 

1,218.8 

... 

26'90 

WATER-SUPPLY. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  sections  62,  70  and  299,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  local  authority  to  see  that  a sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water  is 
provided  for  every  occupied  dwelling-house  within  their  district,  if  such  a supply 
can  be  obtained  at  reasonable  cost. 

The  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  makes  further  provision  for  the 
needs  of  rural  districts,  and  of  such  urban  districts  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  think  fit  (sec.  ii).  Under  this  Act  a new  house  may  not  be  occupied 
until  a certificate  has  been  obtained  from  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district 
that  there  is  provided,  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  house,  a supply  of 
wholesome  water  sufficient  for  domestic  purposes. 
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A Memoir  on  the  Undergroiincl  Sources  of  Water  Supply  in  Berkshire 
was  issued  from  the  Geological  Survey  Office  in  1902.  The  work  contains  the 
records  of  a large  number  of  wells  and  borings  in  various  parts  of  the  County, 
and  should  prove  of  very  great  value  for  reference.  The  introductory  remarks 
on  the  supply  and  character  of  the  water  derived  from  the  various  geological 
formations  are  of  special  interest  to  all  concerned  in  Public  Health  administra- 
tion. 

Useful  reference  may  also  be  made  to  other  memoirs  of  the  Geological 
Survey.  “ Soils  and  Subsoils  ” deals  with  these  matters  from  a sanitary  point 
of  view,  and  contains  many  references  to  the  eastern  portion  of  Berkshire. 

Only  four  sheets  of  the  new  Geological  Survey  of  the  County  are  at  present 
issued,  viz..  No.  254,  Wallingford  and  neighbourhood  ; 267,  Compton  and 
Thatcham  to  Lambourn  and  Kintbury  ; 268,  Wargrave  and  Finchampstead 
to  Aldworth  and  Brimpton  ; 283,  Combe.  Memoirs  are  published  explanatory 
of  sheets  254,  267  and  268.  A geological  map  of  the  country  round  Oxford 
and  an  accompanying  memoir  have  been  published  recently,  these  cover  the 
northern  portion  of  the  County  as  far  south  as  Abingdon  on  the  east  and 
Hinton  Waldrist  on  the  west.  The  earlier  series  of  geological  maps,  covering 
the  whole  County,  may  still  be  obtained,  as  well  as  a sheet  illustrating  a vertical 
section  through  the  strata  from  Crookham  Heath  to  Wytham  Hill. 

Every  urban  district  in  the  County  now  has  a public  water  supply  available, 
and  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  wells  in  use  is  steadily  diminishing. 

In  the  rural  districts  the  supply  is  for  the  most  part  from  pumps,  draw- 
wells,  and  streams,  but  several  towns  and  many  of  the  villages  are  supplied 
from  Waterworks  under  efficient  management. 

The  following  particulars  with  respect  to  water  supplies  are  mainly  from 
the  Annual  District  Reports  of  recent  years  : — 

Urban  Water  Supplies. 

(i)  Abingdon  Borough. — A public  water-supply  is  obtained  from  the  Coral 
Rag  and  Calcareous  Grit  strata  of  M ootton  and  Boar’s  Hill  by  means 
of  a well  about  30  feet  deep  and  adits  ; this  was  supplemented  in 
1902  by  a sup])ly  of  good  quality  from  a boring  in  the  Market  Place, 
Abingdon.  In  1906  the  boring  was  enlarged  and  carried  to  a depth 
of  fifty-seven  feet,  penetrating  through  the  Lower  Greensand  into 
the  Kimmeridge  Clay,  beyond  this  point  a trial  boring  was  sunk 
through  100  feet  of  clay  without  reaching  the  water-bearing  strata 
beneath.  The  water  rises  to  within  a few  feet  of  the  ground  level. 

Some  of  the  old  and  unreliable  wells  in  the  town  are  still  used  for  drink- 
ing and  other  domestic  purposes  ; during  1908  four  samples  of  water 
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from  wells  in  the  Borough  were  analysed  and  condemned  as  unfit  for 
domestic  use. 

Nineteen  premises  were  furnished  with  sujiplies  from  the  mains  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

(2)  Maidenhead  Borough. — Many  private  wells  are  still  in  use,  but  the  greater 

part  of  the  town  is  supplied  by  the  Maidenhead  Waterworks  Company. 
This  Company  obtains  its  supply,  which  is  of  excellent  quality, 
from  four  wells  sunk  in  the  Chalk — two  at  Maidenhead,  and  two  at 
Cookham.  High-level  reservoirs  are  situated  at  Cookham  Dean 
and  Hawthorn  Hill. 

(3)  Newbury  Borough. — Services  from  the  mains  of  the  Newbury  District 

Water  Company  are  now  general,  though  many  of  the  old  wells  are 
still  in  use.  The  mains  of  the  M'ater  Company  are  in  connection 
with  all  the  newly  erected  houses.  A sample  of  the  water  was  exam- 
ined both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  in  April  and  again  in 
November,  and  was  found  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 
Two  samples  of  water  from  wells  were  submitted  for  analysis  and 
one  was  condemned. 

(4)  Neit)  Windsor  Borough.— The  Town  is  supplied  from  Waterworks  belonging 

to  the  Corporation  and  situated  at  Eton.  Early  in  the  year  one  of 
the  five  wells  from  which  the  supply  was  derived  was  closed  on 
account  of  its  suspected  liability  to  contamination  by  the  entrance 
of  subsoil  water  in  times  of  flood.  The  analytical  and  bacteriological 
reports  on  samples  of  water  from  the  remaining  wells  have  been 
uniformly  very  good,  and  the  supply  has  been  abundant. 

There  is  no  storage  of  any  kind,  the  water  being  pumped  direct  into 
the  mains. 

Only  a few  other  wells  are  now  in  use  in  Windsor,  and  these  are  all, 
or  almost  all,  deep  wells,  drawing  from  the  Chalk  strata. 

The  town  supply  is  very  little  used  for  trade  purposes,  as  the  brewers 
in  the  district  have  their  own  vv'ells,  but  in  addition  to  the  Borough  of 
Windsor,  Eton,  Eton  Wick,  The  Cloisters  in  M indsor  Castle,  and 
Clewer  are  all  supplied  from  the  works.  In  1906,  the  Borough  \\  ater- 
works  Engineer,  Mr.  C.  Sainty,  reported*  that  there  were  25  miles 
of  mains  in  the  district,  and  about  20,000  consumers,  and  that  in 
addition  the  water  was  used  for  street  watering  and  flushing  purposes 
in  Windsor  and  Eton. 

Windsor  Castle  is  for  the  most  part  supplied  by  its  own  waterworks. 

* See  Proceedings  of  Incorporated  Association  of  Municipal  and  County  Engines, 
Vol.  XXXIII. 
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As  regards  the  source  of  the  water  supplied  to  Windsor,  Dr.  Bulstrode 
stated  in  a Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  upon  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Borough,  dated  February,  1900  : — “ There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  a very  considerable  amount  is  procured  through 
perforations  in  the  iron  cylinders  from  the  river  gravel  in  which 
the  wells  are  sunk.  Some  of  the  water  may  be  filtered  river  water, 

some  subsoil  water  travelling  down  the  valley  of  the  Thames 

As  regards  the  purity,  the  reports  of  analysis  have  so  far  been  favour- 
able to  the  water.” 

In  1903,  a new  well,  20  feet  internal  diameter,  cased  with  cast-iron 
cylinders,  was  sunk  to  a depth  of  35  feet,  the  bottom  10  feet  being 
through  chalk.  The  older  wells  on  the  works  are  8 feet  internal 
diameter. 

(5)  Wallingford  Borough. — ^There  is  a municipal  water-supply  which  is  available 

for  the  whole  town.  The  water  was  examined  both  chemically 
and  bacteriologically  in  June  1908,  and  proved  to  be  of  a high  standard 
of  purity. 

(6)  W ant  age. —The.  Water  Company’s  supply  is  derived  from  springs  on  the 

Downs  south  of  the  town,  and  has  been  proved,  by  many  examinations 
of  samples  procured  from  different  parts  of  the  town,  to  be  thoroughly 
satisfactory  in  every  way.  Owing  to  its  derivation  from  chalk 
strata  it  contains  a considerable  amount  of  calcareous  matter  in 
solution,  and  is  therefore  hard. 

Many  houses  are  still  supplied  by  surface  wells,  but  during  the  year, 
1908,  considerable  advance  was  made  in  the  improvement  of  the 
water-supply  of  the  town,  the  number  of  tenements  receiving  a supply 
from  the  Company’s  mains  being  greatly  increased. 

(7)  Wokingham  Borough.- — ^The  Wokingham  District  Water  Company  supplies 

the  town,  the  water  being  obtained  from  deep  borings  in  the  Chalk. 

Rural  Water  Supplies. 

(i)  Abingdon. — The  village  of  Steventon  has  had  a public  water-supply  since 
1881,  mostly  by  stand-pipes,  and  a similar  service  was  provided  for 
Milton  in  1901.  In  1903  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  laid  on  a supply 
of  good  water  to  Fyfield  in  consequence  of  the  impurity  of  the  old 
well  waters. 

The  Abingdon  town  mains  extend  a little  way  into  the  rural  district. 
Elsewhere  the  supply  is  from  dug  or  tube  wells. 
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At  Wytham,  where  an  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  the  months 
of  October  and  November,  the  well  water  supplying  the  premises 
was  subjected  to  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination,  when 
strong  evidence  of  sewage  contamination  was  found.  The  well  was 
immediately  closed.  Subsequently  an  inspection  of  other  wells 
in  the  village  was  made,  and  in  consequence  a supply  from  a fresh 
source  has  been  obtained  through  the  co-operation  of  Lord  Abingdon. 

In  all  six  samples  of  water  were  analysed  in  the  district,  of  which  four 
were  condemned. 

Certificates  of  water  supply  were  granted  for  nineteen  houses. 

(2)  Bradfield. — ^The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  dependent  on  ordinary  wells, 

but  the  Tilehurst,  Pangbourne  and  District  Water  Company  is  author- 
ised to  supply  water  throughout  an  area  comprising  the  parishes  of 
Purley,  Sulham,  Theale,  Englefield,  Tidmarsh  and  Whitchurch, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  Tilehurst  and  Pangbourne  parishes  ; as 
yet  the  mains  do  not  appear  to  extend  much  beyond  the  villages  of 
Pangbourne  and  Tilehurst.  The  water  is  derived  from  a well  sunk 
nearly  200  feet  into  the  Chalk. 

The  Parish  of  Streatley  is  in  the  area  of  supply  of  the  South  Oxfordshire 
Water  Company. 

Theale  village  is  partly  supplied  with  water  by  a series  of  tube  wells 
driven  along  the  main  street ; and  borings  or  deep  wells  have  been 
provided  either  by  the  Council  or  by  landowners  at  Jennett’s  Hill, 
Trash  Green,  Mortimer,  Streatley,  Burghfield  and  Ashampstead. 

At  Bradfield  a supply  is  about  to  be  provided,  under  the  Bradfield  Water 
Order  of  1904,  from  a well  on  the  property  of  Dr.  Watney.  And  a 
Provisional  Order  has  recently  (April,  1909,)  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  authorising  the  Undertakers  of  the  Bradfield 
Waterworks  to  construct  and  maintain  additional  waterworks, 
and  to  extend  their  limits  of  supply  beyond  the  parish  of  Bradfield, 
so  as  to  include  therein  the  parish  of  Stanford  Dingley  and  also 
portions  of  the  parishes  of  Yattendon,  Frilsham,  and  Ashampstead. 

At  Mortimer  a boring  has  been  sunk  on  land  near  the  railway  station, 
and  an  ample  and  pure  supply  obtained  from  the  Chalk.  In  October, 
1908,  the  District  Council  instructed  Mr.  Howard  Humphreys,  the 
Engineer  engaged  on  the  work,  to  prepare  an  estimate  for  permanent 
works  to  supply  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  parish. 

(3)  Cookham. — ^The  mains  of  the  Maidenhead  W aterworks  Company  now 

extend  over  a great  part  of  the  district.  According  to  an  account 
given  in  the  Maidenhead  Advertiser  of  January  8th,  1908,  the  Com- 
pany’s district  covers  an  area  reaching  to  Shurlock  Street,  Waltham 
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St.  I^n\\Tenc6,  on  the  south-west  ; about  a mile  beyond  Hawthorn 
Hill  on  the  south  ; New  Lodge  and  Hawes  Hill  Farm  on  the  south- 
east ; Taplow  and  Dedworth  on  the  east ; Winter  Hill  Bottom  and 
Ouarry  WOotls  on  the  north  ; and  as  far  as  the  Seven  Stars  Inn, 
Knowl  Hill,  on  the  west  (see  also  under  Maidenhead  Water  Supply). 

During  1908  the  mains  of  the  Company  were  extended  to  Cox  Green, 
Bray,  and  Waltham  St.  Lawrence. 

The  W'argrave  and  Twyford  Waterworks  supply  some  localities  in  their 
vicinity,  and  part  of  Bisham  \'illage  is  sui)plied  by  the  Marlow  Water- 
works. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  dei)ends  for  its  su])ply  upon  local  wells, 
the  water  from  which  in  the  clay  parts  of  the  district  is  often  of  a 
very  unsatisfactory  character.  Three  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis  during  the  year,  and  all  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
domestic  use. 

Ninety  premises  were  furnished  with  supplies  from  the  mains. 

(4)  Easthamp stead. — The  mains  of  three  water  companies  are  laid  in  different 

parts  of  the  district,  viz.,  in  Bracknell,  Easthampstead  and  Warfield, 
those  of  the  Wokingham  Company,  of  the  South-W'est  Suburban 
Company  over  a large  area  of  Winkfield,  and  of  the  Frimley  Company 
in  Crowthorne  and  Sandhurst.  The  mains  hav’e  been  extended 
from  Sandhurst  to  the  hamlet  of  Owlsmoor,  in  Crowthorne  parish, 
and  connections  are  being  made. 

The  water  from  wells  in  the  }xart  of  the  district  where  the  London  Clay 
prevails  is  generally  unsatisfactory,  that  from  the  Bagshot  Sand, 
good. 

Thirty-eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  of  these, 
thirty-four  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  use  ; thirty-four 
fresh  suiiplies  were  furnished  from  the  I’nains. 

(5)  Faringdon. — There  are  public  supplies  under  the  control  of  the  Rural 

District  Council  at  Faringdon,  Kingston  Lisle  and  Bourton.  Water 
is  abundant  in  the  District,  and,  in  addition  to  the  public  supplies 
enumerated,  there  are  some  excellent  private  supplies  from  deep 
wells,  from  which  water  is  raised  by  wind  engines.  The  remainder 
of  the  district  is  dejxmdent  on  jirivate  and  public  shallow  wells, 
streams,  springs  and  ])onds. 

A number  of  well  waters  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  Streeten,  during  1908,  and  some  of  these  were  found  to  be  polluted. 
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The  following  account  gives  the  sources  of  su])j:)ly  in  detail  : — 

{a)  Faringdon  Sub-District. 

Baulking. — Shallow  wells  in  clay  soil.  The  supjdy  is  not  good. 
Stream  water  is  used  for  many  purposes.  There  is  a i)u]dic  ])ump 
in  connection  with  a well  of  doubtful  purity. 

Buckland. — Wells  sunk  in  sandy  loam  and  gravel  ; they  arc  liable 
to  pollution. 

Buscot.— Shallow  wells,  chiefly  fed  by  surface  water.  There  is  a 
spring  which  affords  a supjfly  for  i)art  of  the  village. 

Charney. — Wells  in  the  Coralline  formation. 

Eaton  Hastings. — Surface  Wells  ; no  public  supply. 

Faringdon. — The  town  is  supplied  partly  from  j^rivate  wells,  but 
mainly  from  the  public  supply  (which  has  been  in  existence 
about  fifteen  years)  under  the  control  of  the  Rural  District 
Council.  This  supply  is  derived  from  a well  at  Wicklesham 
sunk  in  the  Calcareous  Grit  formation.  The  water  is  pumped 
into  reservoirs  and  delivered  by  gravitation.  Public  stand-j)ipes 
and  house  connections  being  the  means  of  distribution.  The 
water  is  of  good  quality,  but  the  quantity  has  always  been  deficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  town  and  has  shewn  signs  of  failure  at  times, 
especially  in  dry  seasons.  During  1908  works  were  commenced 
to  supplement  this  supply,  consisting  in  the  sinking  of  a new  well 
and  bore  hole  in  the  Butts  Road,  and  the  provision  of  a })umping 
station.  It  is  expected  that  an  additional  5,000  gallons  per 
hour  will  be  obtained  here,  which  should  suffice,  with  the  old 
supply,  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 

Hatford. — Wells  in  Coralline  formation. 

Hinton  Waldrist. — Wells  sunk  partly  in  the  Oxford  Clay. 

Kingston  Lisle. — Wells  in  the  Chalk  and  Upper  Greensand  for- 
mations, of  good  quality.  There  is  also  a ])ublic  supply  of  water 
delivered  by  stand-pipe  in  the  hamlet  of  Fawler.  Ihis  suj)ply  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Rural  District  Council ; it  is  derived 
from  the  Upper  Greensand  ; the  works  consist  of  a boring  and 
small  storage  reservoir  on  the  high  ground  above  the  hamlet, 
from  whence  the  water  is  delivered  by  gravitation.  The  supply 
is  usually  sufficient  for  the  houses  which  it  ser\'es. 

Longworth. — Wells  in  Calcareous  Grit  formation,  liable  to  pollution. 
There  is  a jmblic  ])ump  connected  with  a well  containing  water  of 
fair  quality. 

Pusey. — Wells  in  the  Coralline  and  Calcareous  Grit  formation. 

Shellingford. — Wells  in  the  Coralline  formation  and  surface  water 
wells  in  the  Kimmeridge  Clay. 
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Stanford-in-thc-Valc. — Chiefly  from  wells  in  the  Coralline  formation 
and  in  the  Kimmeridge  Clay.  A stream  waters  the  village. 
Deep  wells  exist  at  some  of  the  farms. 

Uffington. — From  wells  in  the  Gault  and  Chalk  which  are  liable  to 
pollution.  The  stream  which  runs  through  the  village  is  largely 
used  as  a means  of  supply.  There  is  need  of  a reliable  water- 
supply,  and  a scheme  is  under  consideration  by  the  District 
Council  for  the  construction  of  waterworks  at  Britchcombe 
Farm.  It  is  estimated  that  200,000  gallons  of  water  per  diem 
can  be  obtained  here.  The  springs  rise  at  the  foot  of  the  Chalk 
rubble  hills.  The  supply  has  been  tested  and  the  yield  found  to 
be  constant.  The  water  can  be  delivered  by  gravitation  to  the 
top  of  any  dwelling  in  Uffington. 

W'oolstone. — Wells  in  the  Gault  and  Upper  Greensand.  There  is 
also  a public  pump,  and  a stream  which  is  used  as  a source  of 
supply. 

[h]  Shrivenham  Sub-District. 

Ashbury.- — -Wells.  Some  of  them  deep  wells  in  the  Chalk  and 
Greensand.  The  supply  is  good. 

Bourton. — Many  of  the  wells  sunk  in  the  Portland  formation,  an 
outlier  of  which  is  found  here,  are  polluted.  Other  wells  are 
much  deeper  and  touch  the  Coralline  formation  beneath  the  Kim- 
meridge Clay. 

A public  water-supply,  derived  from  the  Lertwell  spring  in  the  Upper 
Greensand  near  Ashbury,  was  provided  by  the  District  Council 
in  1906.  A reservoir  with  a capacity  of  10,000  gallons  has  been 
built  on  Lord  Craven’s  land  100  yards  from  the  spring,  and  the 
water  gravitates  thence,  by  a 3-inch  main  4,280  yards  in  length, 
to  Bourton  for  distribution.  The  supply  to  the  village  is  by 
stand-pipe  and  continues  to  be  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Coleshill. — Wells  in  Middle  Oolite.  The  village  is  also  watered 
by  the  river  Cole,  and  a public  pump  is  provided. 

Compton  Beauchamp. — Wells  in  Chalk  and  Greensand. 

Fernham. — Wells  in  Sponge  Gravel. 

Great  Coxwell. — Wells  in  Middle  Oolite  and  Lower  Greensand. 

Little  Coxwell. — Supply  is  chiefly  from  the  Sponge  Gravel. 

Longcott. — Chiefly  from  surface  wells  in  the  Kimmeridge  Clay  and 
is  not  of  good  quality. 

Shrivenham. — Wells  in  the  Calcareous  Grit,  being  shallow  they  are 
very  liable  to  pollution. 

W'atchfield. — Wells  in  the  Calcareous  Grit. 
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(6)  H linger foni.—i:\\Q  Hungerford  Waterworks  Company  has  an  area  of  sui)ply 

limited  to  the  town  of  Hungerford  and  adjoining  hamlet  of  Eddington, 
the  water  is  derived  from  a deep  well  in  the  Chalk  situated  on  the 
south  side  of  the  town.  At  present  comparatively  few  houses  are 
connected  with  the  mains.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is  mainly 
dependent  on  wells,  many  of  tliem  sunk  to  a good  depth  in  the  Chalk. 

Seven  certificates  of  water-supply  were  granted  during  the  year.  Three 
samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  lit  for 
domestic  use.  Fourteen  new  supplies  were  furnished. 

(7)  Newbury. — In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Newbury  a considerable  number 

of  the  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Newbury  District  \\'ater  Company, 
the  mains  of  which  extend  to  Thatcham  parish,  where  a good  many 
new  houses  have  been  built.  In  a westerly  direction  the  mains  have 
also  been  carried  as  far  as  Stockcross. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  dependent  on  local  wells  for  a water 
supply,  which  is  frequently  not  of  a satisfactory  character.  In  some 
places  the  supply  is  from  springs  ; and  at  Ashmore  Green  a good 
supply  to  several  cottages  has  been  furnished  by  gravitation. 

Four  samples  were  analysed  during  the  year,  three  of  which  were 
condemned  as  unht  for  domestic  use. 

(8)  W ailing  ford. — North  Hagbourne,  or  Didcot  New  Town,  and  part  of  Didcot 

are  supplied  from  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company’s  boring 
at  Appleford,  the  mains  were  laid  in  1902  ; the  water  is  derived 
from  the  Lower  Greensand.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is  supplied 
by  ordinary  wells,  from  many  of  which  the  water  is  of  indifferent 
quality.  During  the  year  ten  samples  were  analysed,  eight  of  which 
were  found  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

Thirty  new  supplies  were  provided,  twenty-two  of  which  were  from  the 
mains  and  eight  from  new  wells. 

(9)  Wantage. — The  Wantage  Water  Company  sup})lies  the  village  of  Grove 

and  part  of  East  Challow.  There  are  village  pumps  at  East  Challow 
and  Denchworth,  and  artesian  wells  at  Goosey.  The  remainder  of  the 
district  is  mainly  supplied  by  private  wells,  in  some  instances  these  are 
artesian.  In  the  Hill  parishes  many  of  the  draw-wells  are  about  240 
feet  deep,  but  in  the  Vale  villages  the  wells  are  very  shallow,  situated 
in  gravel,  and  liable  to  pollution. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Rural  District  Council  in  July,  1908,  the  East 
Challow  Water  Supply  Committee  reported  that  permission  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Governors  of  the  W'antage  Town  lands  to  dig  for 
water  in  their  close  at  East  Challow,  and  that  the  work  of  sinking  a 
trial  shaft  had  been  commenced  In  October  the  Committee  reported 
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that  a supply  of  water  had  been  obtained,  and  proved  fit  for  domestic 
use.  At  a Meeting  of  the  Rural  District  Council  on  June  15th,  1909, 
a report  of  the  East  Challow  M^ater  Supply  Committee  was  adopted. 
The  Scheme  submitted  provided  for  the  water  supply  of  the  Parish, 
and  it  was  decided  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanc- 
tion to  borrow  the  sum  of  ^^400. 

Samples  of  water  from  various  localities,  including  Goosey,  East  Hanney, 
West  Hanney,  Blewbury,  Chaddleworth,  Letcombe  Regis,  and  Har- 
well, were  examined  during  the  year,  and  in  nearly  every  instance 
the  result  of  the  analysis  was  far  from  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of 
some  of  these  wells,  attempts  have  been  made,  by  cleansing  and 
structural  repairs,  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water,  but  in  other 
instances  the  surroundings  were  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
a pure  supply. 

(10)  Windsor. — The  mains  of  the  Windsor  Corporation  supply  a large  part  of 

Clewer  Without  and  Old  Windsor,  while  Ascot,  Sunningdale  and 
Sunninghill  are  served  by  the  South-West  Suburban  Company. 
Many  premises  are  still  supplied  from  local  wells,  the  water  from  a 
large  number  of  which  is  of  very  inferior  quality,  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  of  twenty-seven  samples  submitted  for  analysis  no  fewer 
than  twenty-two  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

Fifty-two  new  supplies  from  mains  were  furnished. 

(11)  Wokingham. — ^The  Sonning  Waterworks,  as  well  as  the  Joint  Works  for 

Wargrave  and  Twyford,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Rural  District 
Council. 

Three  Mile  Cross  and  Spencer’s  Wood  have  a supply  from  the  Reading 
Waterworks,  the  water  is  drawn  from  the  river  Rennet  and  is  subjected 
to  filtration  before  distribution.  A 4-inch  main  was  laid  along  the 
Basingstoke  Road  in  1902  by  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  the 
supply  made  available  in  the  early  part  of  1903. 

During  1907  new  mains  were  laid  in  Shinfield  parish  for  the  extension 
of  the  supply  of  water  from  Reading  Waterworks,  and  during  1908, 
1193  yards  of  additional  water  main  were  laid  in  the  parishes  of 
Shinfield  and  Swallowfield. 

SEWERAGE  AND  REFUSE-DISPOSAL. 

The  following  notes  with  regard  to  sewerage,  sewage-disposal,  and  scaveng- 
ing are  taken  for  the  most  part  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  the  various  districts,  and  I am  indebted  for  some  of  the  particulars 
to  Mr.  H.  W.  Russell’s  report  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board.* 

* County  Council  Minutes,  6th  February,  1909. 
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(1)  Abingdon  Borough.  Every  house  in  the  town  is  connected  with  the  sewers, 

which  are  regularly  flushed,  mostly  by  automatic  tanks.  The  daily 
dry  weather  flow  of  sewage  varies  from  180,000  to  200,000  gallons. 
The  sewage  until  lately  has  been  treated  at  the  outfall  on  a farm  of 
50  acres,  of  which  26  are  laid  out  for  irrigation  and  6^  for  intermittent 
downward  filtration. 

In  1907  the  Council  purchased  an  additional  53  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  sewage  farm.  31  acres  of  this  land  are  suitable  for  ordinary 
sewage  treatment,  and  22  acres  for  occasional  use  only. 

The  treatment  at  the  works  continues  to  give  a satisfactory  effluent. 

On  September  29th,  1908,  an  inquiry  was  held  at  Abingdon  by  Major 
C.  E.  Norton,  R.E.,  one  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Inspectors, 
in  respect  to  the  Council’s  application  as  to  defraying  the  cost  of 
certain  works  of  sewerage  for  the  hamlet  of  Northcourt  in  the  Borough. 

Public  scavenging  is  reported  to  be  systematically  and  properly  carried 
out.  In  his  Annual  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  atten- 
tion to  the  need  for  special  care  in  the  cleansing  of  the  courts. 

(2)  Maidenhead  Borough. — All  house-connections  are  tested  by  water-pressure 

before  they  are  passed,  and  proper  intercepting  traps  and  ventilating 
pipes  are  provided. 

The  outfall  works  are  situated  close  to  the  main  line,  south-west  of 
the  railway  station.  The  dry  weather  flow  of  sewage  averages 
400,000  gallons  daily,  rather  under  30  gallons  per  head  of  population. 
About  two-sevenths  of  the  volume  is  delivered  by  the  high  level  sewer, 
and  five-sevenths  by  the  low  level  sewer.  Lime  and  alumino-ferric 
are  used  for  precipitation,  the  resulting  sludge  is  pressed  and  sold 
for  farm  dressing.  After  leaving  the  precipitation  tanks  the  sewage 
is  treated  in  primary  and  secondary  contact  beds,  having  a total 
area  of  about  12,121  square  yards.  These  beds  are  constructed 
respectively  of  2ft.  bin.  and  3ft.  of  railway  engine  clinker.  The 
night  flow  of  sewage  is  treated  on  a special  set  of  primary  and  secondary 
contact  beds  without  previous  precipitation.  The  existing  land  area 
is  underdrained,  and  the  drains  are  controlled  by  valves,  so  that  the 
land  can  be  used  instead  of  the  clinker  beds  for  contact  treatment. 
The  effluent  discharges  into  the  stream  at  the  lower  end  of  the  sewage 
meadow. 

The  reports  on  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  works  have  for  many  years 
been  quite  satisfactory. 


48 


Sewerage  and  Refuse-Disposal. 

on  osier  beds  before  passing  into  the  brook.  The  present  dry  weather 
flow  of  sewage  is  estimated  to  be  about  60,000  gallons  per  diem. 

Surface  water  is  excluded  from  the  sewers. 

About  two  years  ago  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  requested  the 
Guardians  to  abate  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  Workhouse  cesspool. 
The  two  bodies  eventually  decided  on  a scheme  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
on  a piece  of  land  opposite  the  Workhouse  ; the  plans  were  submitted 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  objected  to  the  proposed  scheme 
owing  to  the  risk  of  i)ollution  of  the  workhouse  and  town  water 
supplies.  The  Guardians  and  the  Council  met  again,  and  arranged 
provisionally  that  the  Urban  Council  should  extend  their  sewer  to 
the  Workhouse,  and  that  the  Guardians  should  pay  £200  towards 
the  cost  and  also  deal  with  their  own  surface  water,  so  as  not  to  allow 
it  to  ])ass  into  the  sewer.  This  latter  scheme  was  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  Inspector,  Mr.  M.  K.  North,  at  an  Inquiry 
held  by  him  at  Wantage  on  March  i8th,  1909,  The  cost  of  the  pro- 
jxised  extension  of  the  sewer  in  Newbury  Road  to  the  Workhouse 
would  be  about  £400.  lu  addition  to  providing  drainage  for  the 
Workhouse,  this  sewer  would  allow  of  the  connection  of  some  twenty 
houses  with  the  urban  system. 

(7)  Wokingham  Borough. — Closet  and  othei  house  drains  are  connected  to  the 
main  sewers.  There  is  a separate  system  of  surface-water  drainage. 

The  sewage  is  treated  on  three  small  sewage  farms — Ashridge,  Bucks 
Copse  (4^  acres),  and  Union. 

The  contact  beds  at  Ashridge  farm,  where  three  additional  primary  and 
two  secondary  contact  beds  were  completed  in  1906,  gave  good 
effluents.  Three  sets  of  double  contact  beds,  excavated  in  clay  soil, 
were  completed  in  1907  on  the  Bucks  Copse  farm,  the  effluent  from 
them  is  further  treated  in  the  old  contact  bed  in  the  meadow,  and  a 
good  linal  effluent  results.  Two  additional  sets  of  contact  beds  for 
triple  contact  were  comjdeted  at  Bucks  Copse  sewage  farm  in  1908, 
and  brought  into  use.  The  effluents  from  the  whole  of  the  new  beds 
were  uniformly  of  n good  character.  The  dry  weather  flow  of  sewage 
to  the  Bucks  Co})sc  farm  is  stated  to  be  about  41,000  gallons  per  diem. 

197  yards  of  surface-water  sewer  in  W’ellington  Road  and  352  yards  in 
Langborough  Road  were  constructed,  together  with  the  necessary 
man  holes,  gullies,  &c.  The  frontagers  in  Murdoch  Road  constructed 
536  yards  of  surface-water  sewer.  The  construction  of  a new  sewage 
sewer  in  London  Road  was  commenced,  and  an  additional  ventilating 
shaft  was  flxed  on  the  Wiltshire  Road  sewer. 
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Rural  Districts. 

(1)  Abingdon.— V\\iT:\.i\on  works  were  constructed  in  1904  to  deal  with  the 

pollution  from  W ytham  village.  There  are  no  other  sewage  works 
in  the  district,  and  there  is  no  public  scavenging. 

(2)  Bradfield.—^o  part  of  the  district  is  at  present  sewered,  but  a Special 

Drainage  Committee  has  had  this  matter  referred  to  them  for  con- 
sideration. 

In  1907  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  with  regard  to 
the  proposed  drainage  of  Tilehurst ; since  that  time,  in  consequence 
of  the  proposal  to  incorporate  Tilehurst,  or  a portion  of  it,  in  the 
Borough  of  Reading,  the  scheme  has  been  in  abeyance. 

On  February  27th  and  28th,  1908,  Mr.  A.  A.  G.  Malet,  one  of  the  Board’s 
Inspectors,  held  an  Inquiry  in  regard  to  the  proposed  loan  of  £12,000 
for  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  works  for  the  parish  of  Pangboume. 
The  scheme  prepared  by  Mr.  Humphreys  included  the  provision  of 
septic  tanks  and  two  bacterial  beds  and  further  treatment  on  land  if 
necessary.  The  scheme  was  estimated  to  involve  an  addition  of 
1/6  to  the  rates,  and  the  chief  opposition  offered  was  on  the  ground 
of  expense.  Objection  was  also  raised  by  the  owner  of  the  site 
selected,  as  he  considered  the  amount  allowed  for  purchase  of  his  land 
was  inadequate.  Statutory  powers  for  purchase  have  since  then 
been  obtained.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  work  of  drainage  will  soon 
be  commenced,  as  it  is  urgently  required. 

(3)  Cookham. — No  part  of  the  district  is  at  present  sewered.  But  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  states  in  his  Report  for  1908,  that  probably  in  the 
near  future  the  question  of  providing  some  method  of  sewage  disposal 
for  the  village  of  Cookham  will  have  to  be  considered. 

No  public  scavenging  is  done  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

(4)  Easthampsiead.— The  Bracknell  “ .Special  Drainage  District,”  which 

includes  Bracknell  and  Bullbrook  in  the  j^arishes  of  Binfield,  Warfield, 
and  Easthampstead,  is  the  only  area  ]:)rovided  with  sewerage.  The 
sewage  is  bacterially  treated  at  the  outfall  before  it  is  passed  on  to  the 
land  and  thence  to  the  stream.  The  sewage  disposal  works  are 
reported  to  be  acting  satisfactorily  and  giving  a purer  effluent  than 
they  did  a year  or  so  ago. 

A special  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Binfield  village  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  District  Council  in  January,  1908,  by  the  late  Dr. 
Wk  T.  G.  W'oodforde.  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Referring  to  various 
cottage  properties  visited.  Dr.  Woodforde  wrote  : The  sanitary 

condition  and  arrangements  of  these  places  are  essentially  the  same  . 
stiff  impermeable  clay  soil — very  limited  garden  ground,  on  which  it  is 
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not  possible  to  deal  with  th^  contents  of  the  pails  and  the  house  slops  in 
any  satisfactory  way, — but  in  addition  to,  and  in  the  interval  between 
them,  there  are  a considerable  number  of  somewhat  better  houses, 
with  little,  if  any,  greater  facilities  for  dealing  with  their  refuse,  and 
which  would  have  to  be  included  in  whatever  is  done  to  remedy  the 
present  slate  of  things.  . . . Nothing  less  than  the  provision  ot 
proper  sewerage  for  the  whole  of  this  area  will  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  case.” 

In  July  last  Dr.  Cattell,  the  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  was  re- 
quested to  prepare  a further  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  this 
area,  and  in  his  Annual  Rejiort  he  states,  in  regard  to  Binfield, — 
” It  is  desirable  that  in  the  case  of  cottages  with  little  or  no  garden, 
some  means  should  be  provided  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  ; one  row 
of  cottages  in  this  village  has  small  gardens  in  the  rear,  which  are 
practically  one  large  cesspool.” 

(5)  Faringdon. — A few  of  the  more  populous  plages  in  the  district  are  sewered 
more  or  less  completely.  At  Faringdon,  with  a population  of  3,000, 
some  fairly  good  sewers  are  to  be  found,  and  the  sewage  is  disposed 
of  by  irrigation  on  pasture  land  at  Park  Farm  and  Moreings  Field 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  Treatment  by  subsidence  and  filtration 
is  provided  for,  but  in  actual  practice  this  is  not  often  needed. 

At  Shrivenham  and  Stanford-in-the-Vale  partial  sewerage  schemes  are 
in  operation,  in  both  instances  old  storm-water  drains  have  been 
used  as  sewers.  At  Shrivenham  subsidence  tanks  and  filter  beds 
are  provided  at  the  outfall.  And  at  Stanford-in-the-Vale  the  sewage 
is  treated  by  passage  through  subsidence  tanks  and  coke  breeze 
filters  before  being  turned  on  to  the  land.  The  effluent  from  these 
latter  works  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Board  communicated  with  the  District  Council,  who  pro- 
mised to  carry  out  remedial  measures.  I understand  that  the  filtei 
beds  have  since  been  clean.sed. 

There  are  also  some  sewers  to  be  found  at  Longworth,  but,  until  recently, 
there  has  been  no  recognised  system  of  disposal  for  the  slop  water 
which  enters  them.  Pollution  from  a drain  on  the  east  side  of  the 
village  was  detected  during  1907,  and  a notice  was  served  on  the 
Faringdon  Rural  District  Council,  who  constructed  two  filters  to 
deal  with  the  discharge. 

At  Longcott  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  irrigation  on  grass  land. 

Except  at  Faringdon,  the  bulk  of  the  sewage  consists  of  slop  water,  the 
foecal  excreta  are  either  conserved  in  cesspits  and  middens,  or  are 
disposed  of  by  the  pail  system. 
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The  other  villages  have  in  some  instances  surface-water  drains  which  are 
also  used  for  slop  drainage,  cesspits  being  used  as  a means  of  collecting 
excieta.  Pail  closets  and  some  form  of  privy  or  ash  midden  are  also 
employed. 

Public  scavenging  does  not  eippear  to  have  been  undertaken  in  any  of 
the  villages. 

(6)  Hunger  ford. — Since  1895  the  Thames  Conservatois  have  been  in  communica- 

tion with  the  Hungerford  Rural  District  Council  respecting  the  iwllu- 
tion  of  the  stream  by  the  drainage  from  the  Town.  Six  schemes 
prepared  by  the  Council  for  dealing  with  the  drainage  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  in  turn  rejected. 

On  February  26th,  1908,  Mr.  A.  A.  G.  Malet,  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  held  an  Inquiry  regarding  the  application  of  the 
District  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  £12,060  for  purposes  of  sewer- 
age and  sewage  disposal  for  the  parish  of  Hungerford.  The  scheme 
submitted  at  this  Inquiry  having  been  approved  by  the  Board, 
the  work  was  commenced  early  in  the  present  year  (1909). 

There  is  not  any  sewerage  in  the  rest  of  the  district. 

(7)  Newbury. — The  village  of  Thatcham  is  sewered,  and  Donnington  is  provided 

with  sewerage  in  connection  with  the  town  sewers  of  Newbury. 
The  sewerage  of  Speen  was  completed  in  1906,  and  that  of  Stockcross 
in  1907.  At  Stockcross  the  main  sewer  has  been  extended  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  some  of  the  outlying  premises  in  the  village. 
The  Borough  main  sewer  extends  into  the  parish  of  Enborne,  giving 
sewerage  facilities  to  some  newly  erected  houses  in  that  neighbourhood. 

(8)  W allingford. — North  Hagbourne,  or  Didcot  New  Town,  with  part  of 

Didcot  is  the  only  portion  of  the  district  which  is  sewered.  The 
sewage  farm  is  about  nine  and  a half  acres  in  extent,  of  which  eight 
are  laid  out  for  irrigation,  it  is  situated  a little  distance  to  the  north 
of  Didcot  railway  station.  The  soil  is  clay  and  is  not  underdrained. 
The  sewage  reaches  the  farm  by  gravitation,  passes  through  two 
small  sedimentation  tanks,  which  are  in  duplicate,  and  thence  by 
concrete  distributing  channels  to  the  land.  Purification  is  dependent 
on  surface  irrigation  and  the  flow  through  open  collecting  channels 
into  the  Moor  ditch. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £300  for  works  of  sewerage  in  M antage  Road, 
Didcot,  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  Mr.  M.  K.  North  on  June  nth,  1908. 
A second  Inquiry  was  held  by  Mr.  North  on  March  19, 1909’  respect 
to  a further  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £600  for  purposes 
of  sewage  disposal,  including  the  purchase  of  six  additional  acres  of 
land  adjoining  the  present  works. 
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(9)  W ant  age. — Sewag6  disposal  works  are  maintained  at  the  following  villages  . 

Harwell— Septic  tank  and  filter  beds  ; effluent  not  satisfactory. 

East  Hendred.— Septic  tank,  filter  beds  and  irrigation  area; 
effluent  not  entirely  satisfactory  on  all  occasions. 

Ardington  and  East  and  West  Lockinge. — Filter  beds  ; complaint 
on  one  occasion  of  bad  effluent  passing  into  Ginge  Brook. 

Charlton. — A covered  septic  tank  and  three  percolating  filter 
beds  were  completed  in  February,  1908  ; the  effluent  is  satis- 
factory. 

Childrey. — ^The  sewage  tank  and  filter  beds  have  not  produced 
a satisfactory  effluent.  The  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  drainage 
of  the  village  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  has  been  aban- 
doned on  the  ground  of  expense,  and  plans  of  a fresh  scheme 
are  being  prepared.  The  District  Council  has  been  urged  by 
the  Thames  Conservators  to  lose  as  little  time  as  possible  in 
meeting  their  requirements. 

East  Challow. — Septic  tank  and  filter  beds  ; effluent  not  entirely 
satisfactory  on  all  occasions. 

(10)  Windsor. — ^The  Sewerage  of  Clewer  was  completed  early  in  1907.  Under 

an  agreement  with  the  Windsor  Corporation  the  drainage  is  received 

into  the  Windsor  system. 

No  further  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  locally  with  regard  to 
providing  a sewerage  scheme  for  Ascot,  Sunninghill  and  Sunningdale, 
notwithstanding  the  totally  inadequate  areas  available  for  the  disposal 
of  house  slops  and  the  contents  of  earth-closets  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  many  of  the  cottages.  But  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  directed  a public  inquiry  to  be  held  at  Sunninghill  on 
June  24th,  1909. 

At  present  public  scavenging  of  house-refuse  has  not  been  adopted  for 
any  part  of  the  district.  In  his  Annual  Report  for  1908,  Dr.  Cattell, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  states  ; — “ Regarding  the  scavenging 
of  dry  refuse,  this,  in  parts  of  the  district,  is  urgently  required,  heaps 
of  refuse  accumulate  in  the  back  gardens  and  yards  of  the  cottages 
or  on  adjoining  plots  of  unoccupied  land.  The  smell  from  the  heaps  is 
not  only  unhealthy  in  itself  but  the  filth  becomes  the  breeding  place  of 
myriads  of  flies,  through  whose  agency,  as  carriers,  the  germs  of 
disease  are  disseminated.” 

(11)  Wokingham. — The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  {septic  tank  and 

contact  beds)  of  Wargrave  were  completed  in  1905. 

The  sewage  of  Sonning  is  treated  by  means  of  bacterial  contact  beds  and 
land  irrigation.  The  effluent  is  absorbed  in  the  land. 
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At  Twyford  the  Merryweather  Exhaust  apparatus  is  used  for  emptying 
the  cesspools. 

No  fresh  works  of  sewerage  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

All  new  house  drains  were  submitted  to  the  water  test  before  being 
covered  up. 
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Urban  Districts. 

(1)  Abingdon  Borough. — Thirty-four  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district 

during  the  year,  and  plans  for  twenty-eight  passed  under  the  Building 
Bye-laws. 

Overcrowding  was  found  to  exist  in  seven  houses,  and  nine  were  reported 
as  being  in  a foul  or  dilapidated  condition. 

(2)  Maidenhead  Borough. — ^Twenty-six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year, 

and  plans  for  47  new  houses  approved  under  the  Building  Bye-laws. 
For  some  years  building  has  been  steadily  going  on  at  the  rate  of  over 
thirty  new  houses  per  annum. 

Sixteen  houses  were  dealt  with  as  being  in  a foul,  dilapidated,  or  over- 
crowded condition. 

(3)  Newbury  Borough. — Over  370  new  houses  have  been  built  since  the  census  of 

1901,  seventy  being  erected  during  the  year  under  review.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  new  houses  built,  plans  were  passed  under  the  Building 
Bye-laws  for  .sixty-two  premises. 

Nuisances  due  to  overcrowding  were  detected  in  eight  houses,  and  four 
houses  were  found  to  be  in  a foul  condition.  The  nuisances  were 
abated  after  formal  notices  had  been  served.  In  the  case  of  one 
court,  the  houses  of  which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
an  application  was  made  to  the  magistrates  and  a closing  order 
obtained. 

(4)  New  Windsor  Borough. — Seven  new  houses  were  completed  during  the 

year,  and  were  certified  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  be  fit  for  habitation 
— as  is  required  by  the  Bye-laws.  Since  January,  1901,  157  houses 
have  been  built  and  about  eight  houses  demolished  or  closed. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Casey,  states  in  his  Annual  Report, 
“ Housing  accommodation  is,  on  the  whole,  sufficient,  but  for  the 
poorer  class  af  casual  labourers  and  otliers,  tenements  in  suitably 
designed  blocks  would  be  more  wholesome  than  the  lodgings  in  cot- 
tages, intended  to  fit  each  for  a single  family,  in  which  many  of  them 
are  crowded.” 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 
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(5)  Wallingford  Borough. — Tlie  plans  for  one  new  house  were  approved,  and 

25  houses  were  built  during  the  past  year.  In  the  central  and 
older  part  of  the  tovvn  many  of  the  houses  are  very  closely  packed, 
but  in  regard  to  the  larger  and  also  the  new  houses  this  is  not  the 
case. 

During  the  year  37  houses  were  dealt  with  as  being  in  a foul,  dilapidated, 
or  overcrowded  condition. 

(6)  Wantage. — During  the  year,  three  foul  or  dilapidated  houses  were  dealt 

with,  and  also  two  unht  for  habitation. 

(7)  Wokingham  Borough. — Plans  for  20  new  dwelling  houses  were  approved, 

also  for  5 ad(]itions  to  dwelling  houses  and  ii  miscellaneous  buildings. 
Nineteen  houses  were  dealt  with  as  being  in  a foul  or  dilapidated 
condition. 


Rural  Districts. 

(1)  -Abingdon. — ^Thirty-fonr  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  during 

the  year,  and  plans  for  twenty-eight  were  passed  under  the  Building 
Bye-laws. 

Overcrowding  was  found  to  exist  in  seven  houses,  and  nine  were  reported 
as  being  in  a foul  or  dilapidated  condition. 

(2)  Bradfield. — 361  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  district  since  1901. 

Thirty-four  new  houses  were  erected  and  sixty-three  plans  under 
the  Building  Bye-laws  were  passed  during  1908. 

(3)  CooMaw.— Sixty-three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  ; building 

at  about  this  rate  has  been  going  on  steadily  for  some  years. 
Forty-seven  plans  were  passed  under  the  Building  Bye-laws,  and  one 
house  was  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

(4)  Easihampstead. — Building  has  been  going  on  steadily  in  the  district  for 

some  years  past,  and  during  last  year  forty-four  new  houses  were 
erected  ; sixty-one  plans  were  passed  under  the  Building  Bye-laws. 
Five  houses  were  reported  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  four  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  seven  were  reported  as 
foul  and  two  as  overcrowded.  Many  of  the  cottages  in  the  district 
leave  much  to  be  desired,  and  some  of  the  more  modern  are  badly 
built  and  of  flimsy  character. 

(5)  Faringdon. — ^Thedarge  majority  of  the  house  property  consists  of  cottages. 

Some  of  the  cottages  are  very  old  and  do  not  come  up  to  modern 
requirements,  but  on  the  whole  they  are  in  good  condition. 

In  referring  to  a small  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  Kingstone  Lisle  in 
1907  and  again  in  1908,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  stated  in  his 
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Annual  Report  for  1909, — “ The  cottage  property  here  is  very  old 
and  not  very  sanitary,  and  the  conditions  are  favourable  to  the 
recrudescence  of  a disease  like  diphtheria.” 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  for  the  regulation  and  supervision  of 
the  building  of  new  houses. 

(6)  Hungerford. — A large  proportion  of  cottages,  especially  in  the  smaller 

villages  and  scattered  parts  of  the  districts,  are  old  and  of  a very  poor 
type.  Since  the  last  census  (1901)  ninety-four  new  houses  have  been 
built,  and  eleven  houses  have  been  closed  as  unlit  for  occupation. 
During  the  past  year  seventeen  houses  have  been  built  and  sixteen 
plans  have  been  passed  under  the  Building  Bye-laws. 

Two  houses  were  reported  under  the  Hou.sing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  as  unfit  for  human  occupation,  and  one  at  Lambourn  was  closed 
after  proceedings  had  been  taken. 

(7)  Newhiiry. — ^Twenty-eight  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  and  plans 

were  passed  under  the  Building  Bye-laws  for  twenty-four  premises. 
Overcrowding  was  found  in  seven  houses,  and  twenty  were  found  to  be 
in  a foul  or  dilapidated  condition. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  village  of  Stockcross  has  been  acquired  by 
the  Trustees  of  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  and  manj^  of  the  old  insanitary 
cottages  are  being  demolished,  and  new  modern  dwellings  erected 
in  their  place. 

(8)  Wallingford. — Building  has  been  going  on  steadily  during  the  last  few  years, 

and  during  1908  twenty-five  new  houses  were  erected. 

(9)  Wantage. — ^Three  foul  or  dilapidated  houses  were  dealt  with,  and  four 

cases  of  overcrowding. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  with  regard  to  New  Buildings  in  force  in  the 
District. 

(10)  Windsor. — ^Thirty-three  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  and 

plans  were  passed  under  the  Building  Bye-laws  for  thirty  other 
premises. 

One  house  was  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation,  and  twenty-three  foul  or 
dilapidated  houses  were  dealt  with,  the  nuisances  detected  being 
abated. 

(11)  Wokingham. — 75  plans  under  the  bye-laws  relating  to  new  streets  and 

buildings  were  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  all  were  approved, 
except  one.  The  plans  related  to  35  houses,  30  cottages,  6 additions 
to  houses,  8 stables,  coach  houses  and  cowsheds,  one  village  hall, 
one  church,  2 laundries,  2 motor  houses,  2 shops,  one  billiard  room 
and  one  new  road. 
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Baths  and  Wash-houses. 
BATHS  AND  WASH-HOUSES. 


An  adoptive  Act  was  placed  on  the  Statutes  in  1846  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  public  baths  and  wash-houses  “ for  the  health,  comfort, 
and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  populous  places,”  and  live  amend- 
ing Acts  have  since  been  ])assed. 

Early  in  1899.  Bye-laws  were  approved  for  the  management,  use  and 
regulation  of  the  open  bathing  place  provided  by  the  Abingdon  Town  Council. 

An  open-air  swimming  bath  has  been  maintained  by  the  Newbury  Town 
Council  for  some  years,  and  the  Maidenhead  Town  Council  recently  (May,  1909) 
decided  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  borrow 
£(iOO  towards  the  cost  of  constructing  the  open-air  swimming  bath  in  the 
Borough.  (Officially  opened  on  i8th  June,  1909). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  of  New  Mdndsor  in  several 
of  liis  Annual  Reports  has  called  attention  to  the  desirability  of  establishing 
public  baths  in  the  town. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Table  12,  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  contains  a brief  summary  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  gives  some  indication  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  their  duties. 

The  table  follows  very  closely  that  which  has  been  given  for  many  years 
in  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  Distiict,  but  it 
includes  several  slight  alterations  and  a few  additional  particulars,  which  for 
convenience  are  set  out  in  tabular  form  instead  of  being  included  in  the  body 
of  the  report.  It  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  me  when  summarising  the 
district  reports,  if  the  returns  were  given  in  all  cases  on  a uniform  plan,  and, 
in  the  absence  of  any  official  table,  I am  much  obliged  to  those  who  have 
adopted  the  form. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  other  premises  of  which  an  accurate  register 
should  be  kej)t  in  every  public  health  office,  is  not  given  in  many  of  the  annual 
reports,  and  the  figures  in  the  County  summary  are  therefore  based  on  informa- 
tion derived  from  various  sources,  not  in  all  cases  up-to-date. 

In  Table  12  the  terms  dairy  and  milkshop  are  used  to  include  all  shops 
where  milk  is  retailed,  whether  milk  forms  the  main  stock  in  trade  or  is  only 
subsidiary,  as  in  the  case  of  many  small  grocery  and  general  stores.  In  urban 
districts  the  premises  where  cows  are  kept  are  generally  more  accurately 
described  as  cowsheds  rather  than  dairy  farms,  hence  the  double  heading  “ cow- 
sheds and  dairy  farms  ” given  in  the  table,  but  each  group  of  sheds  is  only 
counted  as  one  shed  for  tlie  purpose  of  tabulation. 
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COMxMON  LODGING-HOl^SES. 

Urban  Districts. 

The  onl}^  districts  in  which  registered  common  lodging-honses  are  reported 
as  under  inspection  are  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon  (i  common  lodging- 
house),  Maidenhead  (4),  Newbury  (4),  New  Windsor  (2),  and  Wantage  {3). 

In  New  Windsor  Borough  the  supervision  of  common  lodging-houses  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  special  bye-laws  relating  to  them  was  handed 
over  to  the  police  in  1902,  but  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  continued  to 
be  responsible  for  their  sanitary  condition. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Wantage  Urban  District  notes  the  ex- 
treme cleanliness  and  adequate  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  common  lodging- 
houses  in  the  town,  but  calls  attention  to  the  too  frequent  mixing  of  sexes 
which  exists  in  houses  that  are  otherwise  admirably  conducted.  This  might 
effectively  be  dealt  with  under  bye-laws,  at  present  there  appear  to  be  none 
dealing  with  common  lodging-houses  in  foice  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  persons  staying  at  the  common  lodging-houses  in  Abingdon, 
Maidenhead,  Newbury  and  M'antage  during  the  past  year  is  estimated  at  over 
71,000,  a large  number  of  whom  are  classed  as  tramps.*  The  corresponding 
figure  for  each  of  the  three  previous  years  was  as  follows  : — 1905,  41,000  ; 
1906,  48,000  ; 1907,  62,000. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

The  registration  and  regulation  of  canal  boats  used  as  dwellings  are 
provided  for  by  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  of  1877  and  1888,  and  by  the  Regulations 
made  thereunder  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  Act  of  1888  places  the 
duty  of  enforcing  these  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  of  reporting  annually  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  upon  local  authorities  through  wlrose  districts  a 
canal  passes.  (The  expression  “ Canal  ” includes  a river). 

Canal  boats  were  inspected  in  the  following  districts. 

Urban  Districts. — Abingdon,  30  ; New  Windsor,  4. 

Rural  Dfs/n'e/s.  —Brad field,  i ; Newbury,  i ; Wallingford,  2. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  cS:c. 

Few  of  the  Annual  Reports  for  1908  deal  fully  with  the  administration 
of  the  Factory  and  Workship  Act,  and  a coi:»y  of  the  Home  Office  Table  has  been 
received  from  four  Districts  only,  namely,  Windsor  and'M'okingham  Urban 
Districts,  and  Faringdon  and  Wantage  Rural  Districts.  In  Table  13,  at  the 
end  of  this  Report,  such  information  as  is  available  is  set  out. 

* Special  report  on  tramps  and  the  annual  crime  statistics  for  the  County,  pre- 
sented at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  April,  1909,  by  Major  A.  F.  Poulton,  Chief 
Constable. 
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Tn  the  case  of  factories  the  duties  of  a District  Council  are  few.  The 
Council  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  every  factory  in  its  district  is 
provided  with  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ; and  also  has  special  duties  in 
regard  to  bakehouses  and  domestic  factories.  Another  duty  in  regard  to 
factories,  though  not  arising  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  is  (in 
districts  where  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1S90, 
is  in  force)  the  enforcement  of  the  requirements  in  sec.  22  of  that  Act  as  to 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences,  and  (elsewhere) 
the  enforcement  of  sec.  38  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  These  duties 
apply  also  in  the  case  of  workshops. 

In  regard  to  workshops  and  workplaces.  District  Councils  have  important 
duties,  which  may  be  classified  under  four  heads  : (i)  the  snnitary  condition 
of  workshops  and  workplaces  generally  ; (2)  provision  of  means  of  escape  from 
fire  in  workshops  ; (3)  special  sanitary  regulations  for  bakehouses  ; (4)  home 
work. 

Very  important  powers  of  controlling  the  conditions  under  which  certain 
classes  of  work  are  done  in  the  homes  of  the  workers  were  for  the  first  time  given 
to  District  Councils  by  the  Act  of  1901.  These  powers  aim  at  the  prevention 
of  home  work  being  done  (i)  in  dwellings  which  are  injurious  or  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  the  workers  themselves,  c.g.,  through  overcrowding,  want  of 
ventilation,  or  other  insanitary  conditions  ; (2)  in  premises  where  there  is 
dangerous  infectious  disease. 

The  factories  in  the  Administrative  County  comprise  a number  of  mis- 
cellaneous industries,  but  none  are  on  a very  large  scale  ; the  returns  in  regard 
to  workshops  apply  principally  to  ordinary  trade  premises. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS.,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  a summary  was  given  of  the  available  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  County,  and  attention 
was  called  to  certain  matters  urgently  requiring  attention,  namely  : — 

(1)  Provision  for  the  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  ; 

(2)  The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  cowsheds  and  cattle  yards  , 

(3)  The  enforcement  of  cleanliness  in  the  collection  and  distribution  of 

milk. 

As  yet  no  District  Council  appears  to  have  made  provision  for  routine 
veterinary  inspection,  l5ut  with  regard  to  the  second  point  mentioned,  evidently 
some  advance  has  been  made  during  the  past  year.  In  Easthampstead  Rural 
District  ten  cowsheds  were  provided  with  new  floors  and  drainage,  and  one 
shed  was  condemned,  a new  building  being  erected  in  its  place.  In  the  case 
of  Wantage  Rural  District  an  exhaustive  report,  embodying  many  recom- 
mendations for  structural  alterations,  was  made  to  the  Council. 
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As  to  the  question  of  cleanliness,  the  need  for  frequent  supervision  is 
made  evident  in  several  reports,  in  one  district  22  out  of  55  cowsheds  inspected 
required  cleansing,  and  in  another  district  35  out  of  49. 

On  July  ist,  1908,  the  provisions  of  Part  IV.  of  the  London  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1907,  which  deal  with  milk  supply,  came  into  force. 
Since  that  date  the  veterinary  Inspector  appointed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  has  made  a number  of  inspections  of  farms  situated  outside  London,  but 
from  which  milk  is  supplied  within  the  London  area.  These  insi)ections  have 
included  several  dairy  farms  in  Berkshire. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  London  has  lately  informed  me 
of  the  dates  and  times  of  the  proposed  visits,  so  that  I have  been  enabled  to  be 
present  at  the  inspections.  Owing  to  the  inevitably  short  notice  given,  it 
is  not  always  practicable  to  acquaint  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
but  I purpose  doing  so  whenever  the  notice  reaches  me  in  time  to  be  of  service. 

The  provisions  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  Tuberculosis  Order,  1909, 
referred  to  on  p.  64,  should  have  a marked  effect  in  reducing  the  amount  of 
tuberculosis  amongst  dairy  cows.  And  if  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Bill  now  before 
Parliament  is  passed,  the  safeguards  against  the  dissemination  of  disease 
through  the  agency  of  milk  will  be  materially  increased. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  many  structural  and  other  improvements 
have  already  been  carried  out  by  dairy  farmers  on  their  own  initiative.  On 
some  farms  veterinary  inspection  is  customary,  and  a useful  set  of  rules  for 
cowmen  has  recently  been  issued  by  the  Berkshire  and  Adjoining  Counties 
Dairy  Farmers’  Association,  a copy  of  which  has  been  kindly  supplied  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  and  is  here  reproduced. 

Berks  and  Adjoining  Counties  Dairy  Farmers’  Association. 


Rules  for  Cowmen. 

1.  Milkers’  hands  must  be  washed  before  milking. 

2.  If  dirty,  always  wash  the  cow’s  teats  as  high  as  the  hands  need  to  go, 

before  milking.  If  any  interval  between  washing  and  milking,  the  cow’s 
teats  and  udder  must  be  thoroughly  dried  to  prevent  chapping. 

3.  Trim  off  any  long  hairs  on  udder,  as  they  tend  to  accumulate  filth,  and 

frequently  cause  the  cow  to  kick. 

4.  Any  sudden  shrinkage  in  the  milk  yield,  or  discolouration  of  the  milk 

must  be  at  once  reported  to  the  owner,  and  the  milk  kept  separate. 

5.  Any  cow  refusing  her  food  or  otherwise  showing  signs  of  ill-health,  must  be 

at  once  reported  to  the  owner. 
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6.  Milking  must  be  done  quietly,  regularly  and  thoroughly,  at  the  same 

time  quickly,  and  with  as  little  talking  and  noise  as  possible. 

7.  Every  cow  must  be  milked  thoroughly  dry,  otherwise  it  tends  to  decrease 

the  quantity  yielded  day  by  day,  and  the  lattei  portion  of  the  milk  is 
also  much  richer  than  that  first  drawn. 

8.  Treat  the  cows  with  gentleness,  and  do  not  hurry  them  in  any  way,  especially 

through  doorways. 

9.  All  milk  vessels  must  be  kept  thoroughly  clean,  and  the  milk  carefully 

strained. 

1st  February,  1909. 

38,  Friar  Street, 

Reading. 

The  average  number  of  dairy  cows  is  given  in  only  a few  of  the  Annual 
Reports  for  1908,  but  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  returns  and  other  available 
information,  it  is  evident  that  a large  wholesale  trade  in  milk  is  carried  on  in 
most  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  the  County. 

In  Faringdon  Rural  District  the  total  area  of  the  134  dairy  farms  is  given 
as  14,577  acres.  The  number  of  cows  is  stated  to  be  3,880,  the  milk  of  3,290 
being  sent  to  London  and  other  large  towns,  whilst  the  milk  of  the  remaining 
590  is  retailed  locally  or  used  for  butter,  etc. 

In  Wokingham  Rural  District  ninety  persons,  keeping  1,200  cows,  are  on 
the  register. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Section  116  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  provides  that  : — 

Any  medical  officer  of  health  or  inspector  of  nuisances  may  at  all  reason- 
able times  inspect  and  examine  any  animal,  carcase,  meat,  poultry,  game,  flesh, 
fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  corn,  bread,  flour,  or  milk  exposed  for  sale,  or  deposited  in 
any  place  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or  of  preparation  for  sale,  and  intended  for 
the  food  of  man  ....  and  if  any  such  animal,  carcase,  meat,  poultry, 
game,  flesh,  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  corn,  bread,  flour,  or  milk  appears  to  such 
medical  officer  or  inspector  to  be  diseased,  or  unsound,  or  unwholesome  or  unfit 
for  the  food  of  man,  he  may  seize  and  carry  away  the  same  himself  or  by  an 
assistant,  in  order  to  have  the  same  dealt  with  by  a justice. 

Section  28  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  (which  may 
be  adopted  by  any  local  authority)  extends  the  scope  of  the  above  section  so  as 
to  apply  to  all  articles  intended  for  the  food  of  man,  sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  or 
dei)osited  in  any  place  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or  of  preparation  for  sale  within 
the  district  of  any  local  authority.  And  a justice  may  condemn  any  such 
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article  if  satisfied  on  complaint  being  made  to  him  that  such  article  is  diseased, 
unsound,  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  food  of  man,  although  the  same  has  not 
been  seized. 


ADULTERATED  FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 

Under  section  three  (i)  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  local  authority  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  to  appoint  a public  analyst,  and  put  in  force  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  arise,  the  powers  with  which  they  are  invested, 
so  as  to  provide  proper  securities  for  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  in  a pure  and 
genuine  condition,  and  in  particular  to  direct  their  officers  to  take  samples  for 
analysis. 

Throughout  this  Administrative  County  with  the  exception  of  the  Boroughs 
of  Newbury  and  New  ^^■indsor,  the  County  Council  is  the  local  executive 
authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  see  l.ocal  Government  .\ct, 
1888,  sections  3,  38  and  39. 

Under  section  12  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  any  purchaser  of 
an  article  of  food  or  of  a drug  is  entitled,  on  the  ])ayment  of  the  public  analyst’s 
fee,  to  have  such  article  analysed  by  him.  And  under  section  13  of  the  same 
Act,  any  medical  officer  of  health,  inspector  of  nuisances,  or  inspector  of 
weights  and  measures,  or  any  inspector  of  a market  or  any  police  constable 
acting  under  the  direction,  and  at  the  cost  of  the  local  authority  appointing  such 
officer  or  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  Act,  may  procure  any  sample  of 
food  or  drugs,  and  if  he  suspect  the  same  to  have  been  sold  to  him  contrary  to 
any  provision  of  this  Act,  shall  submit  the  same  to  be  analysed  by  the  public 
analyst  of  the  district  or  place  for  which  he  acts.  In  actual  practice,  samples 
for  analysis  are  usually  taken  only  by  the  inspectors  of  the  local  authorities 
specially  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  sale  of  food 
and  drugs,  viz.  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875,  1879  1899, 

Margarine  Act,  1887,  and  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act,  1907. 

A yearly  average  of  three  samples  per  thousand  of  population  is  considered 
generally  sufficient  in  most  districts,  but  in  deciding  on  the  actual  number  of 
samples  and  in  selecting  articles  for  purchase,  the  inspectors  are  naturally 
influenced  by  local  conditions  and  the  results  of  previous  analyses. 

In  the  following  table  the  work  carried  out  in  the  County  during  1908, 
under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  is  summarised.  For  the  particulars  1 
am  indebted  to  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  Chief  Constable,  Major  A.  F.- 
Poulton,  and  of  the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher,  to  the  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borougti  oi  New  M'indsor  and  to  information 
supplied  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  Newbury  : — 
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No.  of 
Samples. 

Newbury  Borough  ...  31 

New  W incisor  Borough  37 
Remainder  of  County  432 

Total  ...  500  478  22  q 4 

The  i)ercentage  of  adulterated  samples  to  the  total  number  taken  was  4.40 
for  the  whole  County,  compared  with  1.64  in  the  previous  year,  and  4 99  in 
1906. 

An  extended  table,  giving  the  list  of  articles  examined,  is  printed  at  the  end 
of  this  report.  (Table  14). 

Of  the  ninety-nine  samples  of  milk  examined,  nine  were  below  the  au- 
thorised standard,  some  contained  added  water,  others  were  deficient  in  fat. 

Of  68  butter  samples,  three  contained  excess  of  w’ater,  one  was  labelled 
milk  blended,  and  one  of  the  others  was  apparently  of  similar  nature. 

Of  13  samples  of  brandy,  one  was  below  the  legal  strength,  and  four 
contained  added  spirit  not  produced  from  the  juice  of  the  grape. 

Of  36  samples  of  whisky,  three  were  below  tlie  legal  strength. 

Of  six  samples  of  lime  juice,  three  were  preserved  with  salic3dic  acid. 

Twelve  samples  of  seicllitz  powders  were  examined,  and  one  was  found  to 
contain  excess  of  tartaric  acid. 

(Of  the  432  samples  taken  bj^  the  Count}^  Inspectors,  256  were  purchased 
informalR'  without  notification  to  the  seller  that  the\^  were  required  for  analysis, 
the  remaining  176  samples  were  bought  and  divided  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts). 


Number  Number  Prosecut’ns.  Convict’ns. 
Genuine.  Adulterated. 

31  — — — 

33  4 — 

414  18  9 4 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Under  Section  125  of  the  Towns  Improvements  Clauses  Act,  1847  (certain 
sections  of  which  are  incorporated  with  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875)  an  urban 
district  council  may  license  such  slaughterhouses  and  knacker’s  yards  as  they 
think  proper.  The  duration  of  such  licences  is  unlimited,  but  where  Part  III. 
of  the  Public  Ilealth  Acts  Amendment  yVet,  1890.  is  adopted,  the  duration  of 
licence  ma^^  be  fixed. 

Slaughterhouses  w'hich  were  in  use  in  urban  districts  when  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  was  passed  had  to  be  registered  with  the  council,  and  such 
registration  warrants  a continuance  of  their  use,  but  new  slaughterhouses 
cannot  be  established  in  urban  districts  without  being  duly  licensed. 

Urban  district  councils  are  under  statutory  obligation  to  make  bye-laws 
with  respect  to  slaughterhouses,  but  a rural  district  council  must  obtain  urban 
powers  for  the^purpose. 
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Bye-laws  are  now  in  force  in  all  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County,  thougli 
in  the  case  of  Newbury  they  refer  only  to  slaughterhouses  provided  hy  the 
Council.  The  only  Rural  Districts  in  which  bye-laws  are  in  force  are  Abingdon 
and  Easthampstead. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses. — In  the  Urban  Districts  there  are  alto- 
gether 48  slaughterhouses,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  about  62. 

In  September  last  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  to  consider 
the  application  of  the  Newbury  Town  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  £300, 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  their  slaughterhouses  in  \\'harf  Road. 

Complete  information  is  wanting  as  to  the  number  of  premises  that  should 
be  classed  as  “ Registered  ” and  “ I.icensed  ” respectively.  Some  of  the 
premises  are  stated  to  be  both  licensed  and  registered,  though  technically 
speaking  no  slaughterhouse  established  since  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  can  be  a “ Registered  Slaughterhouse.” 

Duration  of  Licence. — Although  part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  in  nearly  every  District  in  the  County, 
the  rule  has  apparently  been  to  grant  licences  for  indefinite  periods.  Exception 
must  be  made  in  the  case  of  Wokingham  Urban  District,  and  Easthampstead 
Rural  District,  where  licences  have  to  be  annually  renewed.  Possibly  the 
explanation  is  that  in  the  case  of  the  other  licensed  slaughterhouses  all  th^^ 
licences  were  granted  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Amendment  Act. 

Inspection. — In  nearly  every  District  the  inspections  are  made  only  at 
long  intervals,  usually  twice  or  four  times  a year,  but  in  Windsor  Borough 
provision  has  been  made  for  frequent  inspection. 

Nature  of  Slaughterhouses  as  to  : — 

Structure. — ^The  buildings  are  usually  brick  or  stone,  though  in  some 
districts  timber  buildings  on  brick  foundations  are  most  common.  Some  of 
the  buildings  are  stated  to  be  ill-adapted  for  their  purpose. 

Lighting. — In  most  cases  the  lighting  is  said  to  be  sufficient. 

Ventilation. — Generally  good. 

Paving  and  Drainage. — Fairly  satisfactory  as  a rule,  in  a few  instances 
very  good. 

Cleanliness. — Generally  good. 

Water-Supply. — Reported  to  be  either  good  or  sufficient. 

Early  in  January,  1909,  a report  dealing  with  the  question  of  meat  in- 
spection and  more  particularly  the  slaughter  of  diseased  animals  on  unlicensed 
premises,  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  The  Committee  was  of  opinion  that  the  need  existed 
for  legislation  providing  for  the  payment  of  compensation  upon  the  seizure 
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and  surrender  of  diseased  carcases,  and  also  that  more  advantage  might  in 
some  cases  be  taken  by  District  Councils  of  their  existing  powers  with  regard 
to  meat  inspection. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Tuberculosis  Order  dated  26th  May, 
1909,  provides  for  notification  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts,  by  every  person  having  in  his  possession  or  under  his  charge 
(i)  any  cow  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  indurated  udder,  or  any 
other  chronic  disease  of  the  udder  ; or  (2)  any  bovine  animal  which  is,  or  appears 
to  be,  emaciated  from  tuberculosis.  On  receipt  of  the  notice  the  Local  Au- 
thority will  be  required  to  order  an  examination  by  a Veterinary  Inspector, 
slaughter  of  a diseased  animal  and  compensation  to  the  owner  being  provided 
for  under  certain  circumstances. 

BYE-LAWS,  REGULATIONS  AND  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

In  the  last  two  Annual  Reports  a table  has  l:)een  given  setting  out  the 
various  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations,  dealing  with  Sanitary 
matters,  which  are  in  force  in  the  several  Districts  in  the  County.  (See  Table 
15).  This  table  has  been  submitted  again  to  the  Clerks  of  the  various  District 
Councils,  and  all  amendments  have  been  included  in  the  revised  proof. 

Adoptive  .^cts  : — 

Injections  Diseases  {Prevention)  Act,  1890. — This  Act  gives  extended  powers 
for  dealing  with  various  sources  of  infection,  and  in  several  instances  simplifies 
the  procedure  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  ;\ct  of  1875.  It  has  been 
adojDted  in  five  of  the  seven  urban  districts,  and  in  nine  of  the  eleven  rural 
districts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. — All  the  district  Councils  except 
Cookham  and  Wokingham  Rural  have  adopted  Part  III.  in  full. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Part  III.  (amended  by 
H.W.C.A.,  1900  and  1903),  deals  with  the  provision  l)y  local  authorities  of 
houses  for  the  working  classes.  It  has  been  adopted  in  the  Abingdon  and 
Newbury  Boroughs  only. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amcndmetit  Art,  1907. — Only  two  of  the  District 
Councils,  namely,  .\l)ingdon  and  Maidenhead  Urban,  appear  to  have 
adopted  any  Sanitary  sections  of  this  Act.  The  matter  is  at  present  under 
consideration  by  the  Wokingham  Town  Council,  and  the  Newbury  Town 
Council  has  already  applied  for  permission  to  adopt  certain  sections  of  the 
Act. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Mfindsor  Borough  notes  in  his  Annual 
Report  for  1908,  that  he  considers  that  the  powers  given  by  sections  25  and 
49  would  be  useful. 
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Urban  Powers  : — 

Certain  urban  powers  have  recentl}^  been  granted  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  two  Rural  District  Councils. 

In  the  case  of  Hungerford  Rural  District  Council,  by  a Local  Government 
Board  Order  dated  26th  September,  1908,  urban  powers  were  granted  in 
respect  of  the  contributory  places  of  Hungerford,  Kintbury,  and  Lambourn, 
under  the  second  paragraph  of  section  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  ; 
and  on  the  24th  February,  1909,  urban  powers  were  granted  in  respect  of  the 
same  contributory  places,  under  section  157  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
in  so  far  as  the  provisions  contained  in  this  section  were  not  already  in  force. 

In  the  case  of  Wallingford  Rural  District  Council,  by  a Local  Government 
Board  Order  of  the  12th  June,  1908,  the  Council  was'in vested  with  urban  powers, 
in  respect  of  the  Parish  of  Didcot,  and  the  East  1 lagbourne  Special  Drainage 
District,  under  section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  such  of  the 
provisions  of  section  17 1 of  that  Act  as  incorporates  the  provisions  of  the 
Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  Fires. 

Bye-Laws  : — 

Common  Lodging-houses. — The  making  of  bye-laws  dealing  with  these 
premises  is  compulsory  on  all  urban  and  rural  district  councils.  In  the  rural 
districts  in  this  county  there  are  said  to  be  no  common  lodging-houses,  and 
consequently  no  bye-laws.  In  the  urban  districts  bye-laws  are  in  force  in 
every  district  but  Wantage. 

Slaughterhouses. — The  making  of  bye-laws  dealing  with  these  premises 
is  compulsory  on  all  urban  district  councils,  and  bye-laws  are  now  in  force  in 
each  of  the  Urban  districts. 

Amongst  the  rural  districts,  Abingdon  and  Easthampstead  are  at  present 
the  only  districts  in  which  bye-laws  dealing  with  these  premises  are  in  force. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures. — These  bye-laws  are  in  force  in 
three  of  the  Urban  Districts,  and  in  all  the  Rural  Districts  excepting  Faringdon, 
and  Windsor. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. — No  bye-laws  dealing  with  these  subjects  are 
in  force  in  either  Faringdon  or  Wantage  Rural  District. 


BLACKWATER  RIVER. 

Between  1895  and  1898  several  joint  meetings  were  held  of  Representatives 
of  the  Berkshire,  Hampshire,  and  Surrey  County  Councils,  with  a view  to 
united  action  by  the  various  District  Councils  whose  areas  abutted 

on  the  River  Black  water. 
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In  1897  a report  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Robert  M.  Chart,  detailing  the 
obstructions  to  the  how  of  the  stream,  and  also  the  sources  of  pollution,  and 
recommending  the  formation  of  a Joint  Committee  constituted  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  by  Provisional  Order  under  section  14  (3),  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1888,  such  Joint  Committee  having  conferred  upon  it  all  the 
powers  of  a sanitary  authority  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  .A.ct,  1876.  No 
action  followed  on  the  lines  recommended,  and  though  more  attention  was  paid 
to  the  purification  of  sewage  and  also  to  the  cleansing  of  the  stream,  the  in- 
action or  inadequate  action  of  some  of  the  authorities  resulted  in  many  of  the 
nuisances  complained  of  remaining  unabated. 

In  1906,  further  correspondence  took  place  between  the  three  County 
Councils,  and  the  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Surrey  and  Berkshire 
together  with  the  County  Surveyor  of  Hampshire,  were  directed  to  draw  up 
a report.  After  having  made  a joint  inspection  of  the  river  and  the  various 
sewage  purification  works  draining  into  it,  they  submitted  their  report  to  the 
County  Councils  in  July,  1907.  The  tortuous  course  of  the  river  combined 
with  its  small  fall  and  the  absence  of  any  organised  or  S5''stematic  cleansing  of 
the  whole  bed  were  found  to  have  produced  much  silting  up,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  effluent  at  two  of  the  sewage  works  was  far  from  satisfactory.  From 
figures  made  available  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board, 
it  was  evident  that  the  general  standard  of  purification  at  most  of  the  works 
was  satisfactory  from  their  point  of  view,  but  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
river  and  its  bed  and  the  very  large  proportion  the  volume  of  sewage  effluents 
discharging  into  the  stream  bears  to  its  natural  flow,  it  appeared  desirable  to 
aim  at  a high  standard  of  purification. 

In  December,  1907,  the  first  of  a series  of  conferences  of  representatives 
of  the  three  County  Councils  was  held  in  London. 

After  carefully  considering  the  various  interests  involved,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  County  Councils  recommended  the  promotion  of  a Bill  to  constitute 
a river  board  for  the  River  Blackwater  and  to  confer  upon  that  Board  powers 
for  preventing  the  obstruction  and  pollution  of  the  river.  This  recommenda- 
tion was  approved  by  the  several  County  Councils  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Bill  would  not  be  proceeded  with  unless  the  District  Councils  concerned 
were  unanimous  in  support  of  it.  The  District  Councils  when  first  approached 
appeared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  proposed  Bill,  but  at  a general 
conference  of  representatives  of  the  County  and  District  Councils,  held  on  the 
I2th  October,  1908,  several  of  the  District  Councils  opposed  the  project,  and 
in  consequence  it  was  decided  net  to  proceed  any  further. 

There  is,  however,  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  conferences  have  not 
been  without  effect  but  will  lead  to  more  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  existing 
Authorities. 
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THE  MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  recapitulate  briefly  soirie  of  the  principal  provisions 
of  the  Midwives  Act,  since  a good  deal  of  misapprehension  exists  in  regard  to 
the  limitations  placed  on  the  practice  of  midwifery  by  women  who  are  not  on 
the  roll  of  midwives. 

The  Midwives  Act  made  provision  for  the  certification  of  women  who  had 
been  in  honn  fide  practice  for  a year  ])rior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  also  for 
such  as  held  an  approved  certificate  in  midwifery,  jirovided  application  was 
made  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  before  .A.pril,  1905. 

All  women,  before  having  their  names  placed  on  the  roll  of  midwives,  are 
now  required  to  pass  the  examination  of  the  Centred  Midwives  Board,  sub- 
sequent to  a course  of  at  least  three  month’s  instruction,  attendance  on  not  less 
than  twenty  confinements,  and  the  care  of  twenty  lying-in  women  during  the 
ten  days  following  labour. 

The  Act  further  states  that  from  April  ist,  1905,  no  woman,  unless  certi- 
fied under  this  Act,  may  use  any  title  or  description  implying  that  she  is  specially 
qualified  to  practise  midwifery,  and  that  from  April  ist,  1910,  no  woman, 
unless  she  is  certified  under  this  Act,  shall  habitually  and  for  gain  attend 
women  in  childbirth  otherwise  than  under  the  direction  of  a qualified  medical 
practitioner. 

From  correspondence  with  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  it  is  evident  that 
until  April  ist,  1910,  any  woman  may  practise  as  a midwife,  provided  she 
avoids  using  any  title  or  description  implying  that  she  is  specially  qualified 
to  practice  midwifery,  or  is  recognised  by  law  as  a midwife,  but  after  that  date 
no  woman  will  be  permitted  habitually  to  practice  as  a midwife  unless  certified. 
Bona  fide  midwives  whose  names  are  on  the  roll,  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to 
practise  after  April  ist,  1910,  on  the  same  conditions  as  previously. 

Before  holding  herself  out  as  a practising  midwife  or  commencing  to 
practise  as  a midwife  in  any  area,  every  woman  certified  under  this  Act  is 
required  to  give  notice  in  writing  of  her  intention  so  to  do  to  the  local  super- 
vising authority,  and  to  give  a like  notice  in  January  every  year  thereafter 
during  which  she  continues  to  practise  in  such  area. 

Every  Council  of  a County  or  County  Borough  throughout  England  and 
Wales  is  constituted  the  local  supervising  authority  over  midwives  within  the 
area  of  the  said  County  or  County  Borough,  and  their  duties  are  defined  as 
follows ; — 

(1)  To  exercise  general  supervision  over  all  midwives  practising  within 

their  area,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board. 

(2)  To  investigate  charges  of  malpractice,  negligence,  or  misconduct,  on  the 

part  of  any  midwife  practising  within  their  area,  and  should  a prima 
jade  case  be  established,  to  report  the  same  to  the  Central  Mid- 
wives’ Board, 
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(3)  To  suspend  an}^  midwife  from  practice,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 

under  this  Act,  if  such  suspension  appears  necessary  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(4)  To  report  at  once  to  the  said  Board  the  name  of  any  midwife  practising 

in  their  area  convicted  of  an  offence. 

(5)  During  the  month  of  January  of  each  year  to  supply  the  Secretary  of 

the  Central  Midwives  Board  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  all 
midwives  who,  during  the  preceeding  year,  have  notified  their  inten- 
tion to  practise  within  their  area,  and  to  keep  a current  copy  of  the 
roll  of  midwives  accessible  at  all  reasonable  times  for  public  inspec- 
tion. 

(6)  To  report  at  once  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  the  death  of  any 

midwife  or  any  change  in  the  name  or  address  of  any  midwife  in 
theii  area,  so  that  the  necessary  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  roll. 

(7)  To  give  due  notice  of  the  effect  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  practicable,  to 

persons  at  present  using  the  title  of  midwife. 

The  local  supervising  authority  may  delegate  their  powers  to  a Committee 
appointed  by  them,  and  consisting  wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  Council, 
or  they  may  delegate  their  powers  to  district  councils. 

On  the  Act  coming  into  force  in  1903,  the  Berkshire  County  Council 
delegated  their  powers  to  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

The  Rules  framed  by  the  Central  Midwives  Boaid  under  this  Act  clearly 
define  under  what  conditions  a midwife  must  seek  assistance  from  a qualified 
medical  practitioner,  and  what  precautions  she  must  take  to  insure  cleanliness 
in  all  she  does,  besides  insisting  on  detailed  notes  being  kept  of  each  case 
attended. 

Rule  E-23,  requires  the  local  supervising  authority  to  make  arrangements 
to  secure  a proper  inspection  of  every  midwife’s  register  of  cases,  bag  of  appli- 
ances, etc.,  and,  when  thought  necessary,  an  inspection  of  her  place  of  residence, 
and  an  investigation  of  her  mode  of  practice. 

THE  PROVISION  OF  MIDWIVES  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

The  actual  number  of  certified  midwives  working  in  the  County  varies 
slightly  from  time  to  time.  At  the  end  of  1908,  there  were  105.  Of  these, 
61  were  working  under  nursing  associations  or  for  individual  estate  owners, 
and  44  were  working  on  their  own  account. 

Of  the  61  association  midwives,  all  except  one  had  been  certified  after 
examination,  whereas,  out  of  the  remaining  44  mid  wives,  only  ii  had  been 
certified  after  examination,  33  having  been  placed  on  the  roll  as  hona  fide 
practising  midwives  at  the  time  the  Act  came  into  force. 

At  present  a considerable  number  of  women  in  the  County,  probably 
about  80,  occasionally  act  as  midwives,  although  not  certified,  but  very  few 
of  them  habitually  practise. 
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Considerable  areas  of  the  County,  including  many  parishes  in  the  Walling- 
ford, Wantage,  Hungerford,  and  Faringdon  Rural  Districts,  are  not  yet  pro- 
vided with  efficiently  trained  midwives.  The  most  satisfactory  solution 
would  be  the  formation  of  local  nursing  associations  and  the  provision  through 
them  of  fully  trained  mid  wives,  who  should  act  either  as  monthly  nurses  under 
the  doctors  or  as  midwives,  according  to  the  local  requirements,  since  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  any  midwife  working  on  her  own  account  to  make  a living 
in  the  sparsely  populated  districts. 

The  following  list,  corrected  to  June  21st,  1909,  shows  the  distribution  of 


the  midwives  who  have  given 

notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  in 

the  County 

Abingdon 

. . . 

3 

Littlewick  Green 

• • • 

. . 

I 

Aldworth 

... 

I 

Longworth 

• • • 

. . • 

I 

Arborfield 

. . . 

I 

Maidenhead 

• • • 

... 

4 

Ardington 

I 

Marcham 

• • • 

. . • 

I 

Ashbury  .. 

... 

I 

Mortimer 

. • • 

. . • 

I 

Aston  Tirrold 

. . . 

I 

Mossend 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

Basildon  ... 

... 

I 

Newbury 

. . 

I 

Beedon  Common 

. . . 

I 

Pad  worth... 

> « • 

... 

I 

Binfield  ... 

3 

Pangbourne 

... 

I 

Blewbury 

I 

Reading  ... 

. . 

7 

Bracknell 

I 

Remenham 

. . 

. • 

I 

Bray 

I 

Shriveriham 

. . • 

I 

Brightwell 

I 

South  Ascot 

. . 

... 

8 

Brimpton 

... 

I 

South  Moreton  ... 

. . 

I 

Burghfield  Common 

I 

Stanford  in  the  Vale 

. . . 

. . 

I 

Buscot 

. . . 

1 

Steventon 

I 

Caversham  (Oxfordshire) 

. . . 

I 

Stockcross 

I 

Chieveley  ...  

2 

Streatley  ... 

... 

I 

Chilworth  (Oxfordshire) 

I 

Sulhampstead 

... 

I 

Childrey  ... 

I 

Sunningdale 

... 

... 

I 

Cholsey  ... 

. . . 

3 

Sunninghill 

I 

Cold  Ash  ... 

... 

I 

Swallowfield 

. . 

2 

Compton  ... 

. • . 

I 

Thatcham 

... 

I 

Cookham  Dean  ... 

... 

I 

Theale 

• . • 

• . • 

I 

Crowthorne 

... 

7 

Three-Mile-Cross. . . 

• . • 

I 

Didcot 

... 

I 

Tilehurst  ... 

. . • 

I 

Eastbury 

... 

I 

Wallingford 

... 

... 

2 

Englefield 

. . . 

I 

Wantage  ... 

... 

2 

Ereith  (Oxfordshire) 

. . . 

I 

Warfield 

... 

... 

I 

Erilsham  ... 

... 

I 

Wargnive... 

... 

I 

Grazeley  ... 

. . . 

I 

Welford  ... 

... 

... 

I 

Hare  Hatch 

. • . 

I 

West  Hanney 

... 

... 

I 

Harwell  ... 

. . 

I 

West  Hendred  ... 

... 

... 

2 

Hurst 

. . 

I 

Windsor  ... 

... 

... 

3 

Inkpen 

. . 

I 

Wokingham 

... 

... 

I 

Ipsden  (Oxfordshire) 

... 

I 

Woodley  ... 

... 

... 

I 

Kintbury 

... 

I 

Letcombe  Bassett 

... 

I 

1 1 1 

Letcombe  Regis  ... 

... 

I 

^0 
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INSPECTION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

At  the  County  Council  meeting  in  May,  1908,  it  was  agreed  to  appoint 
a Lady  Inspector  of  Midwives,  who  should  be  responsible  for  the  routine 
inspections,  acting  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who  had 
hitherto  carried  out  the  inspections  personally.  MLs  Beatrice  E.  Olphert, 
formerly  Inspector  of  Midwives  under  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Gloucestershire  County  Nursing  Association,  was 
appointed,  and  commenced  her  duties  on  August  ist. 

The  appointment  has  proved  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Miss  Olphert 
has  given  special  attention  to  the  bona  fide  midwives,  few  of  whom  have  received 
any  systematic  training  for  their  duties,  and  as  a result  many  of  them  appear 
to  be  awaking  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  greater  cleanliness  in  their  methods 
of  work. 

Appended  is  Miss  Olphert’s  report,  dated  nth  June,  1909. 

I beg  to  forward  you  herewith  a report  on  my  work  since  starting  the 
inspection  on  midwives  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  in  August,  1908,  just  over 
ten  months. 

I have  paid  326  ordinary  and  6 special  visits  to  certified  midwives.  The 
work  has  been  pleasant,  as  both  trained  and  untrained  midwives,  with  only  a 
few  exceptions,  have  appeared  to  welcome  my  inspections  and  any  suggestions 
I may  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make,  and  have  themselves  frequently 
asked  questions  with  regard  to  the  work  generally  as  well  as  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  The  majority  of  the  trained  midwives  are  now 
well  equipped  as  to  their  washing  uniform,  bags  or  baskets,  and  appliances 
for  their  work,  and  seem  to  be  taking  a considerable  interest  in  it,  and  to  be 
doing  their  best  to  carry  out  the  rules,  except  in  omitting  to  send  their  change 
of  address  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority.  Several  of  the  nurses  have 
efficient  sterilizers  and  others  have  promised  to  try  and  purchase  one  soon,  if 
only  an  enamel  saucepan  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose.  It  is  still  rather  difficult 
to  get  the  untrained  midwives  to  see  the  great  importance,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  mothers  and  infants,  of  thorough  cleanliness.  I have  done  my  best  to 
explain  and  give  any  instructions  to  these  midwives  as  simply  and  clearly  as 
possible,  as  I fear  thej’  are  rather  inclined  to  think  some  of  the  things  one  tries 
to  teach  are  only  one’s  own  fads  and  quite  unnecessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
mothers,  still  they  have  listened  to  my  talks  with  patience,  and  I feel  hopeful 
with  regard  to  the  younger  women  as  I have  been  surprised  at  the  way  some 
seem  to  have  denied  themselves  almost  necessities  to  obtain  their  washing 
dresses  and  a good  supply  of  a])rons. 

I have  found  decided  improvement  in  the  methods  of  several,  and  I think 
that  when  they  understand  that  a woman  inspector  is  intended  to  be  a help  to 
them,  and  not  altogether  an  inquisitor,  it  will  be  quite  possible  further  to 
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impress  on  them  other  important  matters  in  connection  with  their  work  as 
midwives. 

I fear  few  of  the  untrained  midwives  can  take  the  temperature  and  pulse 
correctly,  also  that  many  of  the  trained  midwives  do  not  see  the  importance  of 
taking  and  recording  these  regularly  for  tlje  “ ten  days.” 

I think  it  quite  probable  that  if  the  various  forms  for  stillbirths,  deaths, 
etc.,  were  given  to  the  mid  wives,  it  would  be  much  easier  to  get  them  to  be 
particular  in  sending  notices  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  without  delay. 
It  has  also  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  if  some  uniform  arrangement 
could  be  made  with  regard  to  the  fees  for  midwives,  especially  in  the  villages. 
I have  been  told  that  in  some  parts,  if  the  mothers  subscribe  a small  sum 
annually  on  a graduated  scale  according  to  wages,  the  services  of  a trained 
midwife  can  be  obtained  for  from  5/-  to  10/6  ; whereas  in  another  district,  the 
lowest  fee  was  12/6,  however  poor  the  people,  and  regardless  of  size  of  family. 

I should  be  glad  if  I might  have  some  pamplilets  printed  with  simple 
directions  on  the  ” feeding  of  infants,”  for  distribution  among  the  mothers  as 
well  as  the  midwives.  I hope  also  to  interest  the  latter  in  the  clothing  of,  and 
general  attention  to,  the  baby  during  at  least  its  first  few  weeks,  as  the  mothers 
are  always  glad  to  be  told  anything  on  the  right  management  of  infants,  and 
they  usually  look  to  the  midwife  or  nurse  for  this  help. 

[About  one-third  of  the  births  registered  in  the  County  duiing  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1908,  were  attended  by  certified  midwives.  This  is 
a slightly  higher  proportion  than  that  recorded  in  each  of  the  two  proceeding 
years.  The  estimate  does  not  include  still-births,  as  they  are  not  registrable]. 
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TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1908  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Administrative  County  of  Berks. 
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* Rates  calculated  per  i,ooo  of  Estimated  Population, 
t Column  12  is  the  sum  of  Columns  7 and  11  less  Column  10. 

§ Including  Lechlade  (Gloucester)  Parish  of  Faringdon  Rural  District. 
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* Rates  calculated  per  i.ooo  of  Estimated  Population, 
t Column  12  is  the  sum  of  Columns  7 and  ii,  less  Column  10. 
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in 
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3- 
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• The  Epidemic  Death-Rate  refers  to  the  Deaths  from  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scan 
t The  Rural  District  of  Faringdon  is  partly  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Gloucester,  the  area  and  Census  figures  r 
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er.  Whooping  Cough.  Diphtheria,  “ Fever  ” (including  Enteric),  and  Diarrhoea, 
the  Berkshire  portion,  whilst  the  estimated  population  for  1908  and  the  rates  ar 


calculated  for  the  whole  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  5.— NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Urban  Districts,  1908. 
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In  the  Windsor  Report  the  ages  of  the  erysipelas  patients  were  not  stated. 


TABLE  6.— NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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t In  Wantage  R.D.  Report  the  Ages  were  not  stated. 

• Removed  to  London  Fever  Hospital 
tt  On®  lo  London  Fever  Hospital  and  one  to  Famham  Isolation  Hospital. 
J Treated  in  Reading  Isolation  Hospital. 

S Six  of  these  were  treated  in  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 


Table  7. 


TABLE  7. -CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1908. 

Urban  Distrcts. 


Deaths  belonging  to  all  Urban 
Districts. 


Deaths  belonging  to  each  District, 
(at  all  ages). 


Cause  of  Death. 

cuo 

< 

< 

U 

a 

0 

n3 

d 

D 

I and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Abingdon 

Borough. 

Maidenhead 

Borough. 

Newbury 

Borough. 

New  Windsor 

Borough. 

Wallingford 

Borough. 
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All  other  causes 

3 

276 

40 

7 

2 

"e 

2 

67 

I 

154 

I 

38 

I 

70 

58 

61 

13 

7 
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• This  heading  has  been  omitted  from  tbe  forms  issued  for  1908  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  it  has  been  retained 
in  5 of  the  Urban  District  Reports. 
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TABLE  8— CAUSES  OF,  AND  ji 

Rural  Dis:! 


Deaths  belonging  to  all  Rural  Districts. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 Year. 

I and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and  6.‘ 
under  65 

Smallpox  ... 
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... 

Measles 
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I 
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Scarlet  Fever  
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I 

I 
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...  [.. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

16 
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8 
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Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
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(. 
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Enteric  Fever 

4 
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I 
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2 ,!• 
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10  f 1 

1 

Diarrhoea  ... 
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Enteritis 
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3 II 
{ 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
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2 'L 

Other  Septic  Diseases* 
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Phthisis 
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Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 
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Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
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. . • 
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4 f 
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87  I 

Accidents  ... 
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II  1 ; 

All  other  causes 
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99 
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16 
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155  3 

All  causes 

1631 
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87 

46 

58 

483  |7 

•^This  heading  has  been  omitted  from  the  forms  issued  for  1908  by  the  Local  Gow 
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AT  DEATH,  1908. 
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Deaths  belonging  to  each  District.  (At  all  Ages). 
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I 

3 

5 

c 

I 

I 

3 

9 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

... 

T 

2 

I 

3 

79 

62 

78 

78 

46 

63 

33 

43 

67 

108 

1 

00 

133 

177 

177 

ii8 

124 

77 

1 22 

187 

220 

it  Board,  but  it  has  been  retained  in  9 of  the  Rural  District  Reports. 
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TABLE  9.— INFANT  II 
Administrative  i 


Deaths  under  One  Year  of 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

(/) 

■g 

(D 

CO 

w 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

All  Causes : 
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74 

21 

15 

21 
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Uncertified 

6 

I 

... 

7 

Common  Infectious  Diseases. 

Smallpox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  : Croup  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhceal  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

... 

Wasting  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

41 

9 

6 

6 

62 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

8 

I 

2 

1 1 

Injury  at  Birth 

I 

• • • 

... 

I 

Want  of  Breast-milk 

I 

I 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

1 1 

5 

? 

kJ 

5 

24 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ; Tabes 

Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

. . • 

• • • 

I 

I 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis  ... 

Laryngitis  ... 

6 

6 

I 

3 

3 

2 

18 

3 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

I 

I 

... 

2 

Other  Causes 

1 1 

... 

I 

2 

14 

80 

22 

15 

21 

138 

^ . 

3'' 

— 

Berkshire  Administrative  County — Popi  i 1, 

Births  in  the  } •' 
Total.  4,304* 
Deaths  from  a \ 


i MORTALITY.  1908. 

UNTY  OF  Berks. 


' Registered  in  the  County. 


1 2-3  Months. 

1 

3-4  Months. 

1 4-5  Months.  1 

1 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

1 

lo-ii  Months. 

ii-is  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

21 

1 

1 

21 

20 

10 

10 

IS 

IS 

9 

14 

IS 

319 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

I 

... 

... 

. . • 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

I 

. . • 

2 

I 

2 

... 

... 

I 

3 

I 

9 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

8 

2 

4 

I 

. . . 

3 

. . • 

I 

. > • 

2 

I 

16 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 1 

2 

I 

68 

I 

I 

I 

I 

. . • 

3 

2 

2 

28 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

... 

• . . 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

3 

3 

5 

3 

S 

• • • 

2 

I 

I 

49 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

I 

::: 

I 

... 

... 

4 

I 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

I 

... 

... 

I 

4 

4 

2 

2 

I 

!!! 

... 

2 

... 

. • . 

. . • 

33 

2 

2 

... 

I 

3 

3 

2 

I 

3 

3 

31 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

I 

2 

2 

3 

4 

I 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2S 

... 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

I 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

I 

I 

3 

I 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

I 

2S 

22 

21 

21 

10 

10 

16 

IS 

9 

14 

IS 

330 

In,  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  182,123. 

Legitimate,  4,057.  j Legitimate  infants,  296. 

illegitimate,  247.  Deaths  m the  year  | Illegitimate  infants,  34. 
ses  at  all  Ages,  2,438  registered  in  the  County. 

,,  2,345  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  County. 


TABLE  10— INFANT'I 
Urban  i 


— I 

Deaths  Registered  in  all  Urban  Disti;.-) 


0 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

0 

U 

0) 

TJ 

a 

•g 

<D 

0) 

s: 

t/5 

0 

3tal  under 

I Month, 

■2  Months. 

(/) 

5 

d 

0 

S 

fO 

-4  Months 

-5  Months 

0 

<!*> 

H 

M 

N 

CO 

All  Causes. 

Certified  ... 

12 

8 

5 

1 1 

36 

14 

5 

5 

5 

Uncertified 

3 

I 

... 

4 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Common  Infectious  Diseases. 

Smallpox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  : Croup 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

Diarrhceal  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

I 

I 

Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous) 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

2 

I 

I 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

I 

Wasting  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

8 

1 

2 

4 

15 

2 

Congenital  Defects 

I 

I 

I 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

... 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  ... 

1 

2 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

2 

3 

I 

3 

9 

2 

I 

2 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . • 

. . • 

... 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

• . • 

I 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  [not  Tuberculous)  [ 

Convulsions 

.S 

I 

... 

. • • 

Bronchitis  ... 

9 

2 

I 

I 

Laryngitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Other  Causes 

0 

... 

I 

All  Causes 

IS 

9 

5 

1 1 

40 

15 

5 

5 

5 

Berkshire  Urban  Districts-Population  estimated  tf . 1 

Births  in  the  year  i L.  [ 
Total,  1,257  I II  ■ ( 
Deaths  from  all  causes  ml 


MORTALITY,  1908. 

TRICTS. 


Jider  one  year  of  age). 


6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10- 1 1 Months. 

11-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

Abingdon 

Borough. 

Maidenhead  1 

Borough. 

Newbury 

Borough. 

4 

3 

6 

2 

1 ^ 

s 

95 

13 

34 

1 1 

‘ 

... 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

5 

I 

I 

2 

1 ■" 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

! 

... 

... 

... 

1 ... 

... 

::: 

... 

. . . 

I 

I 

... 

2 

... 

i 

I 

... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

I 

... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

I ^ 

! I 

I 

5 

7 

... 

I 

4 

1 

2 

b. 

I 

4 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

16 

I 

4 

• • • 

. . • 

... 

2 

... 

5 

I 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. • • 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

. . • 

19 

3 

3 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

I 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

... 

1 

. . • 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

I 

... 

... 

. . 

... 

13 

2 

5 

2 

' 1 

2 

I 

... 

2 

13 

5 

4 

1 

, 1 

1 

■ 

I 

2 

2 

... 

2 

... 

7 

I 

... 

3 

I 

I 

■ 

■ i-- 

... 

. . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

2 

... 

1 

4 

3 

6 

2 

7 

5 

100 

14  1 

35 

13 

Deaths  registered  in  each  District  (under  i year). 


sf- 


- 60 
■o  3 

.3  2 

s 


23 


9 

2 


23 


_ J3 
TJ  60 

I® 


6 

I 


li  t of  1908,  56,139. 

s 8 1 3,  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts. 

’ 7 Mi  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  Urban  Districts.. 


Wokingham 

Borough. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Ali.  Causes. 
Certified  ... 
Uncertified 


Common  Infectious  Diseases. 


Smallpox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  : Croup 
Whooping  Cough 


Diarrhceal  Diseases. 


Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis  {not  Tuberculous) 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh 


Wasting  Diseases. 


Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Want  of  Breast-milk  ... 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 


Tuberculous  Diseases. 


Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ; 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 


Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Rickets 
Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis  ... 

Laryngitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Other  Causes 


All  Causes 


•g 

a 


cl 

•O 

a 


62 

3 


33 

7 

I 

I 

9 


I 

9 


65 


t 


13 


13 


TABLE  II. — INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1908. 
Rural  Districts. 


Deaths  registered  in  all  Rural  Districts  (under  one  year  of  age). 


(0 

fO 

1 

N 

S 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months. 

1 

2-3  Months.  I 

1 

3-4  Months. 

1/7 

5 

a 

0 

S 

■if 

1 5-6  Months. 

1 1 

6-7  Months. 

1 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

XfA 

a: 

53 

a 

10 

10 

95 

24 

16 

16 

15 

7 

6 

12 

9 

7 

7 

10 

2i  ’ 

... 

... 

3 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

. . . 

. • 

... 

... 

... 

I 

•• 

I 

... 

I 

2 

I 

3 

... 

I 

I 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

3 

I 

. . . 

2 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

• • 

. . . 

I 

* • • 

2 

I 

... 

I 

I 

I 

4 

2 

47 

3 

I 

I 

: 

I 

I 

9 

5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

... 

- • 

. • 

. . . 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. • 

• < • 

I 

I 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

15 

3 

2 

3 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

t 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

• • • 

. . • 

... 

. . • 

... 

... 

• . ■ 

. . . 

. 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

I 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

I 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . 

. . • 

2 

2 

9 

2 

4 

I 

I 

I 

... 

. . 

2 

. . . 

I 

4 

2 

2 

... 

I 

2 

2 

3 

I 

. . • 

... 

... 

I 

... 

. • 

... 

I 

... 

• • • 

2 

2 

3 

4 

I 

I 

1 

2 

2 

I 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

• . . 

... 

... 

I 

2 

12 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

I 

10 

10 

98 

24 

17 

16 

16 

7 

6 

13 

9 

7 

1 ^ 

10 

2 

Berkshire  Rural  Districts — Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  125,984, 

Births  in  the  year  ( Legitmate,  2896 

Total  3047  (Illegitimate,  151 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  1,625  registered  in  the  Rural  Dist 

1,631  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the 


Deaths  in  the  year  | 


in 

il 


Deaths  registered  in  each  District  (under  i year). 


Abingdon. 

Bradfield. 

Cookham. 

Easthampstead. 

Faringdon. 

Hungerford. 

Newbury. 

Wallingford. 

Wantage. 

Windsor. 

Wokingham. 

20 

23 

19 

32 

19 

19 

14 

9 

12 

23 

34 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

3 

. . . 

2 

. . 

... 

... 

I 

. . 

... 

I 

... 

I 

2 

2 

... 

I 

2 

... 

2 

• • • 

I 

. • 

. . 

... 

. . 

. . 

... 

... 

... 

2 

. • • 

3 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • 

• < • 

4 

... 

2 

I 

6 

6 

10 

4 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 1 

5 

• • • 

3 

6 

... 
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2 

I 

... 

3 

I 

. • • 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

• • • 

... 

... 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

4 

3 

3 

... 

4 

3 

I 

... 

3 

3 

6 

. • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

I 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

• . • 

2 

. • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

4 

I 

2 

2 

3 

2 

I 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

I 

... 

1 

... 

4 

1 

3 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

2 

2 

I 

4 

I 

I 

I 

4 

2 

I 

• • • 

. . • 

... 

. • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

3 

I 

6 

3 

... 

I 

I 

2 

5 

20 

23 

19 

32 

19 

19 

14 

10 

15 

23 

36 

te  Infants,  21 1 
ite  Infants,  19 


,1  Districts, 


\ 


I 


I 


I 


t 


TABLE  12.— SUMMARY  OF  SS 

For  Tf 


No  of  Different  Premises  visited 
House  to  house  Inspections 
Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Complaints  received 
Nuisances  discovered  ... 
Notices  served  (Intimation  ... 

I Statutory  . . . 

,,  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  premises)  ... 


No.  OF  Nuisances  Abated. 


As  to  Privies,  W.c’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 
Drains 

Pigs  or  other  animals 
Cow,  Slaughter,  and  Bake  houses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
Overcrowded  houses 
Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c. 
Other  Nuisances 
No  of  Premises  disinfected 

Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  &c. 

W.c’s  or  earth  closets  provided 
Wells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  or  deepened 
New  wells  sunk 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 
Water  certificates  granted 
Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 

No.  on  Register 


Common  Lodging-houses  | 

Dairies  and  Milkshops, 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughterhouses 

Bakehouses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughterhouses 

Bakehouses 

Piggeries 


No.  of  Inspections^ 
No.  on  Register 


No.  of  Inspections^ 


Urban  Districts. 

JO 

JO 

0 ^ 

jo' 

tuO 

'0  W) 

t)£) 

cn 

TO  tJC  ' 

a 

ctJ  3 

P 

'd  3 

fl  o 

^ b 
'O  o 

G 

<U  0 

JO  t, 

(0  0 

^ w 

TO 

>.0 

3 0 

3 0 

> 0 
pq 

0 0 

Sf  0 ■ 

•Spq  ■ 

JO 

< 

d 

S 

<V 

196 

729 

380 

. . • 

590 

... 

... 

... 

4,073 

4,459 

...  1 

. . • 

5 

62 

36 

8' 

21 

95 

70 

... 

115-:  1 

. . • 

. . . 

205 

"’851 ' 

21 

14 

4 

7 

. • • 

. . • 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

21 

/S7 

36 

... 

96 

5 

25 

42 

34 

18' 

2 

32 

12 

53 

13’ 

6 

3 

5 

26 

. . . 

5 

. . . 

... 

9‘ 

4 

2 

I 

. . . 

. . • 

i Q 

12 

4 

79 

00 

1 ^ 

4 

8 

8 

9 

* * • 

. . . 

... 

... 

I 

I 

9 

. . . 

70 

1 1 

20 

32 

36 

27* 

43 

4 

4 

... 

I 

31 

37 

12 

2 

20 

I 

I 

2 

30 

. • 

4 

...  • 

I 

4 

4 

2 

I 

4 

4 

daily 

6 

2 

15 

10 

!■  8- 

2 

5 

15 

2 

1 

7 

7 

9 

8 

e 

14 

12 

20 

16 

12 

15 

1 often 

1 

"s 

15 

“ i 

9 

) 

f 

14 

1 

20 

7 

• • • 

<d 

W 

8 

... 

3c 

• Number  of  Rooms  disinfected, 
t Total  number  of  visits,  not  the 


> j times  each  premises  was  visited. 


TABI.E  13.-ADMINISTRATION  OF  19 

For  the 


I. 


2. 


3- 


4- 


5- 


6. 


7- 


i 

— 

Urban  Districts. 

Abingdon 

j Borough. 

1 

Maidenhead 

Borough. 

Newbury 

Borough. 

1 

New  Windsor 

Borough. 

1 

Wallingford 

Borough. 

if 

' f 

Number  of  Inspections  ; — 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 
Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  premises  ... 

44 

76 

? 

i 

14 

58  1 
22 

...  1 

51 

5 

16 

117 

52 

39 

23 

' 8 

Total 

? 

94 

56 

224 

31 

Defects  found  ; — 

Nuiscinces  under  the  Public  Healths  Acts.* 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ... 

( insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodation  - unsuitable  or  defective 

( not  separate  for  sexes 

Some. 

Some. 

... 

I 

3 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses  (s.  loi 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100)  

Failure  as  regards  list  of  outworkers  (s.  107) 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done)  unwholesome  (s.  108)... 

in  premises  which  are  j infected  (s.  1 1 0)  . . . 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  small-pox  (s.  109)  . . . 

Other  Offences  ... 

... 

!!! 

6 

... 

Total 

? 

? 

... 

7 

3 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  133)  

• • ■ 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

, 

No.  of  Workshop  Bakehouses  

Underground  Bakehouses  in  use  

14 

0 

12 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

7 

0 

List  of  Outworkers  received  from  Employers  in  District 

No.  of  Outworkers  on  above  Listsf  

, _ ^ , 1 forwarded  to  other  Authorities 

Addresses  of  Outwor  ers  from  other  Authorities 

... 

... 

... 

3 

9 

14 

... 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infectious  premises  : — 
Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  pre 
mises  (s.  108)  ... 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers 
premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (s.  1 10 

1 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  yea 

r 44 

58 

51 

68 

23 

* Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  remi 
f The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  figures  given  in  the'i 


:ORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 
AR  1908. 
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under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

^e  those  obtained  by  adding  together  the  total  number  on  each  list. 
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TABLE  14.— SAMPLES  ANALYSED  DURING  1908. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Articles. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Number  Genuine. 

1 

Number  Adulterated. 

Prosecutions. 

Convictions; 

No.  of  Seimples  taken. 

Newbury 

Borough; 

New  Windsor 

Borough. 

Remainder 

of  County. 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 

7 

7 

7 

Baking  Powder 

iS 

18 

. . • 

• » . 

. . . 

. . « 

. . • 

18 

Beer... 

2? 

23 

• . . 

. . . 

. . • 

• • . 

... 

23 

Bloater  Paste 

2 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

2 

Brandy 

13 

8 

.s 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• . . 

13 

Bread 

30 

30 

. • 

. . • 

. . • 

. . . 

. . • 

to 

Butter 

68 

6S 

3 

I 

. . • 

8 

I I 

49 

Cheese 

32 

32 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

I I 

21 

Flour 

21 

21 

... 

... 

• » • 

... 

• • • 

21 

Glycerine  ... 

6 

6 

* • • 

. . 

. . • 

. . . 

. . • 

6 

Jam  ... 

7 

7 

• . • 

• . . 

. • • 

. . • 

7 

Lard 

2 

2 

• • • 

. « • 

• > • 

2 

Lime  Juice 

6 

6 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

6 

Liquorice  Powder  ... 

7 

7 

• • • 

. . • 

. . 

7 

Margarine  ... 

12 

12 

• i • 

• . • 

. • 

3 

9 

Milk  

99 

89 

10 

3 

3 

19 

12 

68 

Potted  Meats 

4 

4 

« . . 

... 

4 

Sardines 

I 

I 

... 

I 

Seidlitz  Powders  ... 

12 

1 1 

I 

... 

• • • 

* • • 

... 

1 2 

Sugar 

21 

21 

• • • 

. . • 

. . • 

2 r 

Sweets 

24 

24 

... 

• • • 

. • • 

24 

Tinned  Herrings  ... 

I 

I 

... 

• • • 

, . , 

. . . 

I 

Tinned  Meats  (various)  ... 

15 

15 

• • • 

, , , 

• . • 

. . • 

. . . 

15 

Tinned  Salmon 

4 

4 

• • • 

* . • 

... 

. . • 

4 

Vaseline 

10 

10 

... 

• « • 

• « « 

. . . 

10 

Vinegar 

19 

19 

• . • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

19 

Whisky 

36 

33 

3 

2 

I 

2 

34 

Totals 

500 

00 

22 

9 

4 

31 

37 

432 

TABLE  15.— ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

(SANITARY  CLAUSES). 

Administrative  County  of  Berkshire. 
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TABLE  15— ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGUl-ATIONS. 

(SANI'I'AHY  CLAUSES), 

Administrative  County  of  I'erksiiire. 
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§ Re  Slaughterhouses  provided  by  the  Council  * Bye-laws  made  under  Local  Government  Act,  1858,  Sec.  32  + Under  consideration,  1909  K See  above,  under  New  Streets  and  Buildings 

a Part  II,  TU.  IV  and  V,  and  Sec.  92,  93,  95,  Part  X.  b.  Part  II,  III,  IV  (except  Sec.  61),  V and  VI,  and  Sec.  92,  93,  95,  Part  X.  c.  Sanction  of  Local  Government  Board  applied  for 

d.  No  Sanitary  Clauses.  t In  Hungerford,  Kintbury  and  Lamboum. 


